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IL—THE CITIZEN GENET. 


On the ninth of April, 1793, Edmond 
Charles Genet, who had been appointed 
to supersede Ternant as Minister Pleni- 


potentiary from the French Republic to | 


the United States, arrived at Charleston, 
8. C., bringing with him the Declaration, 
by France, of War against England. 

The seventeenth Article of the Treaty 
of Commerce, between France and the 
United States, had guaranteed to the 
former the exclusive right of shelter, for 
her ships-of-war and privateers and for 


their prizes; and, in spirit if not in terms, | 


it guaranteed the friendly offices of the 


Federal authorities, in case of a war aris- | 


ing between France and any other na- 
tion. 


The Proclamation of Neutrality which | 
was immediately issued by the Presi- | 
dent and the ill-feeling which it pro- | 
duced, the attempts made by the Minis- | 


ter to fit out cruisers from our ports and 
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through the press, in The Diary; or, 
Loudon’s Register, 468, New-York, Mon- 
day evening, August 12, 1793, in the fol- 
lowing letter: 


FOR THE DIARY. 
Messrs. Printers, 


CERTAIN late publications render it 
proper for us to authorize you to inform 
the Public, that a report having reached 
this City from Philadelphia, that Mr. 
Genet, the French Minister, had said he 
would Appeal to the People from certain 
decisions of the President; we were 
asked, on our return from that place, 
whether he had made such a declaration 
—we answered, THAT HE HAD, and we also 
mentioned it to others, authorising them 
to say that we had so informed them. 


JOHN JAY, 
RUFUS KING. 
New-York, August 12. 


the determined opposition of the Presi- | 


dent thereto, are well known to our read- 
ers; and they are not ignorant of the 
charge which was made against M. Genet 
—since, duly repeated by the greater 


number of those who have assumed the | 


duties of Elistorians—that he had said 
“the President was amisled man, wholly 
“under the influence of those inimical 
“to France,” that “he [Genet] was resolv- 
“ed to appeal from him [the President] 
“to the People, the real Sovereigns.”— 
Hitprern’s United States, II., i., 427; etc. 
This charge was first publicly made 
HIST. MAG., VOL. x. 36 


In the next number of The Diary, 
| (August 13,) “the public [were] requested 
“to suspend their opinion,” on the sub- 
ject matter of this letter, “until some 
“more explicit and definite communica- 
|“ tion [should] be made” by its authors; 
| and, on the same day, the Citizen noticed 
| the charge, in a letter to the President, of 
, Which the following is a translation 

which, with the original French version, 
appeared in The New-York Journal, & 
Patriotic Register, 2796, New-York, Sat- 
urday, August 24, 1793: 
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. New-Yor«, 18th August, 1793, | by views which time will develope, de- 


2d year of the Republic. 


Citizen Genet, Minister Plenipotentiary 
from the French Republic, to General 
Wasuineron, President. of the United 
States. 


SIR, 


French people, as you are with those of 
the citizens of America, I have sworn to 
my country and imposed it as a sacred 
duty on myself, never to permit private 
considerations or other motives foreign 


| 
| 


spairing to attack my principles, have 
descended to personal abuse. In hopes 
of withdrawing from me that esteem 
which the public feel and avow for the 
representative of the French republic, 


they publish, with great warmth, that I 
_ have insulted you, and that I have threat- 

Inrrustep, in this part of the world, | 
with the interests and rights of the | 


from the general weal, to impede me in | 


what I conceived the line of duty. My 
conduct has, accordingly, been marked 
with all the energy and frankness which 
ever characterize a true Republican. To 
you alone, through the Secretary of 
State, have I complained of the princi- 
ples you have adopted, and remonstrated 
against decisions which have resulted 
therefrom. To you, alone, have I de- 
clared that the Federal Government, far 


from manifesting any regard for our gen- | 


erous conduct towards this country, for 
the new advantages which we were offer- 
ing to her commerce, or for the reiterated 
demonstrations of our real and disin- 
terested friendship, were sacrificing our 
interests to those of our enemies, by 
their interpretation of the Treaties which 
exist between us. To you have I pre- 
sented, without reserve, that this conduct 
did not appear to correspond with the 
views of the People of America, with 
their desire to observe with fidelity their 
public engagements, or with their affec- 
tionate regard for the cause of liberty, 
upon which their very existence and 
prosperity depends. Certain decisions of 
your tribunals and verdicts of your juries, 
added to the sentiments of your fellow- 
citizens, publicly expressed, might per- 


inference. 
Nevertheless, certain persons, actuated 


ened you with an appeal to the People; 
as if you would permit any one, with im- 
punity, to treat you with disrespect; or 
as if the slightest hint of an appeal, 
which a magistrate deserving of his high 
oflice should ardently desire, was to you 
the greatest offence I could offer. 

It has become necessary, Sir, to dissi- 
pate these dark calumnies by truth anc 
publicity. I dare, therefore, to expect 
from your candor and probity an ex- 
plicit declaration, that “I have never 
“intimated to you an intention of ap- 
“pealing to the people; that it is not 
“true that a difference in political sen- 
“timents has ever betrayed me to forget 
“what was due to your character or to 
“the exalted reputation you had ac- 
“quired by humbling a tyrant, against 
“whom you fought in the cause of lib- 
“erty.” A publication of your answer 
will be the only reply which shall be 
given to those party men, who never fail 
to confound the individual with affairs 
of state, which they too often make use 
of as a pretext for their zeal and a reason 
for dastardly appearing under anonymous 
signatures. 

As to myself, I have always openly 
declared what I thought, and signed 
what I had written; and if others have 
supposed they could advance my views, 
by newspaper publications and _para- 
graphs, they are much deceived. A 
good cause needs no advocate—time and 
truth will make it triumph; and ours 
must triumph in spite of its implacable 


: enemies, and the present cold indiffer- 
mit me, without a crime, to draw this | 


ence of some who were its ancient frien«|s. 
I have the honour, &c. 


GENET. 
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To this letter the President replied | person officially to be made acquainted 


coldly, through the Secretary of State, 
in the following letter, which we copy 
from The New-York Journal, & Patriolic 
Register, 2796, New-York, Saturday, Au- 
gust 24, 1793: 


Puivavetpuia, August 16, 1793. 
SIR, 

THE President of the United States 
has received the letter which you ad- 
dressed to him from New-York, on the 
18th inst, and I am desired to observe to 
you, that it is not the established course 
for the diplomatic characters residing 
here, to have any direct correspondence 
with him. The Secretary of State is the 
organ through which their communica- 
tions should pass. 

The President does not conceive it to 
be within the line of propriety or duty 
for him to bear evidence against a decla- 
ration which, whether made to him or 
others, is perhaps immaterial: he there- 
fore declines interfering in the case. 


Ihave the honour to be with great respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
And most humble servant, 
TH. JEFFERSON. 
The Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of France. 


No further notice seems to have been 
taken of this subject, until the fourteenth 
of November, 1793, when M. Genet ad- 
dressed the following letter to the Attor- 
ney-general of the United States: 


[From The New-York Journal, 4 Patriotic Register, 
2823, New-York, Wednesday, November 27, 1793.] 


New-York, 14th November, 1793. 
2d year of the French Republic. 
SIR, 
More pressing avocations have hitherto 
prevented my applying to you on the 
subject of a alile insult to my nation 


and to myself, which I understand, from | 


gentlemen of the law here, you are the 


with. I enclose you, Sir, a newspaper, 
printed in New-York, in which the Chief- 
justice of the United States, Mr. Jay, 
and a Senator of the United States, Mr. 


King, have certified to the Public, as a 


declaration of mine, what is utterly and 
totally false. To you, Sir, who are doubt- 
less acquainted with the contemptible 
arts practised by party to hurt the char- 
acters supposed to obstruct their views, 
it is needless to enlarge upon the injury 
this certificate has done the cause of my 
country in the opinion of this, or the 
personal dilemma into which it has, or 
was intended, plunged myself. The lie 
having effected its purpose, I can, unfor- 
tunately for justice, but too slowly follow 
it with detection. It is, however, a duty 
I owe my own official character, to pro- 
cure a public prosecution of a calumny, 
which nothing but their public situa- 
tions, who are the authors of it, induces 
me to think more of, than the rest of the 
low newspaper abuse to which I have 
been so much accustomed. 

As you are, as I am informed, from 
your official situation, the prosecutor of 
outrages committed by citizens of the 
United States, either against foreign na- 
tions or their representatives to the Uni- 
ted States, I am satisfied that it is suffi- 
cient for me to acquaint you of the 
scandalous falsity of the charge against 
me, to induce you to take such steps, at 
the ensuing Federal Court, as the honor 
of your own country, as well as of mine, 
exact upon such an occasion. I shall at- 
tend you for this purpose, at any time 
and place you point out, and desire to 
be favored with your answer, when and 
where that must be. 

Accept my respects, 
GENET. 

Edmund Randolph, 

Attorney-general of the 
United States of America. 


On the same day, M. Genet wrote as 
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follows, to the Secretary of State, and | shaken patriotism, and the purity of my 


enclosed a copy of his letter to the At- 
torney-general : 


{From The New-York Journal, 4 Patriotic Regis- 
ter, 2823, New-York, Wednesday, November 27, 
1798.] 


New-Yor«, November 14, 1793. 


2d year of the French Republic. 

SIR; 

I believe I ought to communicate to 
you the copy of a letter which I have 
Just written to the Attorney-general of 
the United States, to demand of him, 


that Messrs. Jay and King, the one Chief: | 
justice and the other a Senator of the | 


United States, who have published in 


the Newspapers a libel against me, | 


should be prosecuted at the Federal 
‘ Court. I have to this moment omitted 
nothing to ascertain the falsity of the 
perfidious imposture to which these 
gentlemen have not been ashamed to 
add their names. It is with this view, I 
ventured to write to the President of the 
United States; it is with this view, that 
my friends have called, in many papers, 
upon Mr. Jay and Mr. King, to produce 
the proofs of their assertion; but the 
answer which you were. charged to 
make me, Sir, being as indecisive as 
the silence of these gentlemen was pro- 
found, a judicial enquiry alone remains 
for me to confound those who have tra- 


conduct. 
Accept my respects, 
GENET. 
Mr. Jefferson, 
Secretary of State. 


On the nineteenth of November, 1793, 
| the Attorney-general answered the letter 
| which M. Genet had addressed to him, 
| on the fourteenth of the same month, as 
| follows : 

| [From The New-York Journal, 4 Patriotic Regis- 


ter, 2823, New-York, Wednesday, November 27, 
1793.] 


Germantown, Nov. 19, 1793. 





SIR, 

I this moment received the letter 
which you did me the honor of writing 
to me on the 14th instant. Understand- 
ing that you purpose to return to Phila- 
delphia shortly, and conceiving from this 
circumstance, that it will be the most 
convenient place for yourself, I shall be 
ready to have a personal interview with 
you there, on the subject of the letter, 
| whenever you may think proper to sig- 
| nify to me the time which will best suit 
| you. I have the honor, &c., 


EDM. RANDOLPH. 


| Weare not informed of the result of 
| the visit of the Citizen Minister to the 


[November, 


duced me, both as delegate of the French | Attorney-general, if such a visit was | 


eople and as an individual. This sat- | made; but we find in The New-York 
isfaction will be the most agreeable I | Journal, & Patriotic Register, 2825, 
can obtain, for I have only wished for) New-York, Wednesday, December 4, 
the esteem of a free and virtuous people, | 1793, the following statement, by Messrs. 
of whatsoever country they might be; | Jay and King, who had become the 
it is doubtless grievous to see, at this public accusers of M. Genet: 

day, calumny bent upon pursuing me, | 
and the benevolence of a people whom I | TO THE PUBLIC. 
revere, surprised from me, as well as | : E 
that of their first magistrate. But what | Although well constituted free Gov- 
will be my satisfaction, when truth alone | ernments only can give and preserve to 
shall force those who now misconstrue | men the enjoyment of rational liberty, 
both my intentions and my principles, | yet no Government can liberate indi- 
to do justice to my courage, my un-| viduals from the impulse and domination 
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of their passions. Hence it is that the | us, and that it had made the same im- 
excesses Of these passions so frequently | pression upon others, that it had made 


produce parties in all communities, and | upon us: 


that personal motives are so often found 
to be masked by patriotic professions. 

While the People continue enlightened 
and watchful, they may experience in- 
conveniences from such parties; but most 
alarming are the mischiefs they cause, 
‘whenever they become seduced, infected, 
and inflamed, by foreign influence. 

The history of mankind has, in all 
ages, declared and proved, that foreign 
influence is the most subtle and fatal 
— that can be communicated to a 

ation; for numerous and melancholy 
are the instances of great and powerful, 
and once happy, States, who under its 


operation have either expired in violent | 


convulsions or been reduced to a deplor- 
able state of debility and insignificance. 

When at Philadelphia, in July last, we 
frequently heard that Mr. Genet, the 
French Minister, had on a certain occa- 
sion said “that he would appeal from the 
“President to the People’—an appeal 
by a foreign Minister from the President 
to the People, appeared to us to be a 
serious and alarming measure: That a 
foreign Minister, finding it impossible to 
bend the Government to his purposes, 
should turn from it with disdain, to the 
citizens at large, and before them im- 
peach the wisdom or virtue of the ad- 
ministration, would be a proceeding un- 
precedented and unpermitted in every 
well policed State; it would be a pro- 
ceeding evidently and necessarily pro- 
ductive of parties, practices, and in- 
trigues, highly detrimental to the peace 
and independence of the country; and 
in a variety of respects, offensive to the 
dignity and sovereignty of the Nation, 
as well as humiliating and injurious to 
its constituted authoritiés. 

We left that city well convinced that 
Mr. Genet had made such a Declaration. 
On our return to New-York, we found a 
report of that Declaration had preceded 


We were asked whether it 


was true? We answered that it was. 


|To many, a Declaration so extraordinary 
| did not appear probable; and our having 


asserted it to be true, was questioned. 
We were called upon in the public pa- 
pers to admit, or deny, that we had made 
such an assertion. That call merited 
attention, and we therefore made the 
following publication : 


“For tHe Diary. 


“ Messrs. Printers, 


“Certain late publications render it 
“proper for us to authorise you to in- 
“form the public, that a report havin 
“reached this city from Philadelphia, 
“that Mr. Genet, the French Minister, 
“said that he would appeal to the People 
“from certain decisions of the President, 
“we were asked on our return from that 
“place, whether he had made such a de- 
“claration; we answered that he had; 


'“and we also mentioned it to others; 


“authorising them to say that we had 
“so informed them. 
“JOHN JAY, 
“RUFUS KING. 


“New-Yors, August 21, 1793.” 


Of the time, place, occasion, and other 
circumstances relative to the transaction, 
we omitted to give any account; al- 
though we tmnt it necessary fur the 
reasons before mentioned, to avow our 
having mentioned that Declaration as 
having really been made; yet we had no 
desire or intention to come forward as 
the prosecutors of the French Minister 
before the tribunal of the public. 

In common with other free citizens of 
a sovereign and independent Nation, we 
spoke our sentiments; but we were mind- 
ful, that to the Government, and not to 
us, belonged the task of taking such 
measures, relative to that Minister and 
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his conduct, as the interest and honor 
of the Nation might require: Nor did 
we deem it necessary to detail and ex- 
plain the evidence on which we rested 


our assertion; for while that assertion | 


remained undenied and uncontradicted 
by the minister, such a step could nei- 
ther be requisite nor proper; to anony- 


mous writers on the subject, in the pub- | 
lic papers, we paid no attention; nor | 


shall we in future pay any. 

On the singular letter written by the 
Minister to the President, and the answer 
through the Secretary of State, we restrain 
ourselves to this remark, that it only 
denies his having made such a Declara- 
tion to the President; and that it leaves 
the question whether he had made it at 
all, entirely out of sight—it seems that 
this did not escape the discernment of 
the President; for he very justly observ- 
ed, “that whether the Declaration was 
“made to him or others, was, perhaps, im- 
material :” To whom the Declaration was 
made, was a question foreign to the in- 
quiry; the true and only question being 
whether he had made such a Declaration 
to anybody? To this question the Minis- 
ter gave no’answer; and thereby left the 
credit of our assertion not only unim- 
peached, but also strengthened by his 
silence, and by his endeavors to elude 
the force of it, by his letter to the Pres- 
ident. 

He now denies having made such a 
Declaration; in what light this denial 
is to be viewed, will appear from the 
following statement of the evidence and 
circumstances relative to the transaction 
in question: 

The President having given instruc- 
tions to the Governors of the several 
States relative to the fitting out of armed 
vessels in our ports, by any of the bel- 
ligerent powers, on Saturday,the 6th of 
July last, the Warden of the port of Phila- 
delphia reported to Governor Mifflin, that 


the brig Little Sarah, since called the | 


Petit Democrat, (an English merchant 
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‘mation that she would remain. 


[ November; 
| vessel, mounting from two to four guns, 
| taken off our coast, and carried into that 
port by the French frigate the Ambus- 
cade), had materially augmented her 
military equipments; having then four- 
teen iron cannon and six swivels, 
mounted; and it being understood that 
her crew was to consist of (including 
officers, men and boys) one hundred and 
twenty. 

Governor Mifflin, in consequence of 
this information, sent Mr. Secretary Dal- 
las to Mr. Genet, to endeavor to prevail 
upon him to enter into an arrangement 
for detaining the vessel in port, without 
the necessity of employing military force 
for that purpose. 

Mr. Dallas reported to Governor Mif- 
flin, that Mr. Genet had absolutely refused 
to do what had been requested of him; 
that he had been angry, and intemperate; 
that he had complained of ill treatment 
from the Government, and had declared 
“that he would appeal from the President 
“to the People;” and that he had also said, 
that he would not advise an attempt to 
take possession of the vessel, as it would 
be resisted. 

The refusal was so peremptory that 
Governor Mifflin, in consequence of it, 
ordered out one hundred and twenty 
men for the purpose of taking possession 
of the vessel. 

Mr. Dallas likewise communicated to 
Mr. Jefferson, that Mr. Genet had sai, 
“That he would appeal from the Presi- 
“dent to the People.” 

On Sunday, the 7th of July, Mr. Jeffer- 
son went to Mr. Genet, to endeavor to 
prevail upon him to detain the Pelit 
Democrat, till the President (who was 
then absent) should return and decide 
upon the case; but he refused to give a 
promise, saying only that she would not 
probably be ready to depart before the 
succeeding Wednesday, the day of the 
President’s expected return. This was 
considered by Mr. Jefferson as an _ 

1@: 
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Petit Democrat, instead of remaining as 
Mr. Jefferson had expected, fell down to 
Chester previous to the Wednesday re- 
ferred to, and shortly after sailed out of 
the Delaware. 

For the truth and accuracy of this 
statement we refer to Mr. Secretary Ham- 
ilton and Mr. Secretary Knox, from 
whom we derived the information, on 
which we relied, respecting the facts con- 
tained in it. ° 

We forbear enlarging this publication 
by any strictures or remarks on this 
Minister's conduct; will only add, that 
we sincerely wish all the blessings of 
Peace, Liberty, and good government to 
his country; and that we shall always 
deprecate and oppose the interference 
of foreign powers or foreign agents in 
the politics and affairs of owr own. 


JOHN JAY, 
; RUFUS KING. 
New-York, Nov. 26, 1793. 


Paitavevpaia, Nov. 29, 1793. 


We the subscribers, certify that we 
did severally communicate to the above 
mentioned John Jay and Rufus King, 
the particulars contained in the fore- 
going statement. That such of them as 
are therein mentioned to have been re- 
ported to Governor Mifflin by Mr. Dallas, 
were communicated by the Governor to 
each of us, as having been received by 
him from Mr. Dallas. That such of 
them as respect Mr. Jefferson, including 
the information to him from Mr. Dallas, 
of Mr. Genet’s having said “that he 
“would appeal from the President to the 
“ People” were communicated to us by 
Mr. Jefferson. 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 
H. KNOX. 


_This statement, which was widely co- 
pied, produced great surprise and indig- 
nation; and the newspapers of the day 


teemed with articles on the subject. We 
copy one, to show the spirit in which the 
greater number were written: 


[From The New-York Journal, § Patriotic Register, 
2826, New-York, Saturday, December 7, 1793.] 


For the NEW-YORK JOURNAL, &. 


To Messrs, J*y, K**g, H******n, & 
K**2.* 


TJ\HE mountain which has, since 

last August, been in labor, 

hath at last been delivered, and has 
brought forth a mouse. Well pushed, 
great, honest, and able patriots! The 
first of ye shall be crowned, and hence- 
forth called K**g j*y 7, prince of the 
Jesuits! Murder, they say, will come 
out at some time or other. The de- 
mure hypocrite in question, discovered 
the blackness of his heart, a few years 
ago, by persevering in his design to 
ruin the character of young L———-e! ¢ 
Those who read the newspaper publi- 
cations concerning that design, felt sorry 
that so much malignity of disposition 
should be manifested by a person they 
before thought well of; they therefore 
let it pass off without severe remarks; 
and it had nearly reached oblivion. 
This last business, his efforts to injure 
the character of a foreign Minister, by, 
at least, a craftily contrived LIE, has 
established his fame in the jesutlical 
line! The second is a forward adven- 
turer of no character, among us, worth 
writing about. The third and fourth 
shall be addressed in another: letter; 
but the worst, and most to be regretted 
part of the whole business is, that the 
said K**g j*y, together with Pacificus,|} 


*To Messrs. Jay, King, Hamilton, and Knox.—Ep, Hist. 
Maa. 

+ King Jay.—Ep. Hist. Mac. 

t Referring to the case of Lewis Littlepage. “‘a young man 
“whom Mr. Jay, when in Spain, patronized and took into his 
* family.”—Ep. Hist. Maa. 

\| Referring to Colonel Hamilton, the author of the- essays 
signed “ Paciricus,” which had appeared in 1793. 
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and the Baill on,* should have been 
able to induce a great personage to give 
an evasive, or an equivocal answer! (An 
answer inglorious in every point of light) 
to a fair question, diplomatically put to 
him by a man as high in rank and au- 
thority as a Republic can place a man, 
without making him Stadtholder, who 
had been basely and wickedly belied ! + 
Evasive did I say? Was it not some- 
thing worse? Was it not something like 
confederaling with those who had ad- 
vanced a malicious falsehood? Will that 
same personage now, to save his sicken- 
ing reputation for more than Roman in- 
tegrity, dismiss the one and cause the 
other, in his place, to be impeached as 
wicked incendiaries, substituted or em- 


ployed to create a eae if 


not a rupture, between two Republics, 
whose freedom and happiness entirely 
depend upon a firm and lasting friend- 
ship for each other? No, he will not, 
and the reasons for declining it are ob- 
vious. “ Parcit Cognatis Maculis Similis 


fera.” 
NOVA CASARIA. 


The “statement” of Messrs. Jay and 
King having discovered no evidence of 
M. Genet’s alleged threat, of which they 
had clearly accused him, in the columns 
of The Diary—the only fact having 
been elicited thereby, that they had re- 
ceived the story from Messrs. Hamilton 
and Knox, who said they had receive it 
from Governor Thomas Mifflin, who was 
said to have received it from Alexander 
James Dallas, who was said to have 
heard M. Genet make the threat referred 
to—they were necessarily exposed to the 
disagreeable charge of having originally 
made a public accusation against the 
French Ambassador, on insufficient evi- 
dence, and to the still more disagreeable 





* [tis not known to what circumstance these words refer ; 
alth»agh there can be little doub: tht General Knox was the 
person thus described.—Ep. Hist. Maa. 


t Referring to the President's reply to M. Genet’s note.—Ep. 
Hist Maa. 


| prehensions which have 


_ suspicion of having done so for improper 
|partizan purposes. As we have seen, 
| they were violently assailed by the op- 
posite party; and the intensity of the 
feeling against them was increased, soon 
after, ty the following Card from Mr. 
Dallas, whom they had endeavored to 
make the scape-goat of the parties im- 
plicated : 


(From Dunuar’s American Daily Advertiser, 4573, 
Philadelphia, Friday, December 6, 1793.] 


To the Printer of the American Daily 
Advertiser : 


SIR, 

The appearance of a statement, under 
the signature of Mr. Jay and Mr. King; 
and of a Certificate, under the signatures 
of Mr. Hamilton and Mr. King, | Knox ?] 
relative to Mr. Genet’s conversation 
with me, in the case of the Little Demo- 
cral, obviously claims, on my part, a de- 
claration of the facts. This declaration 
I will prepare and publish, in the course 
of a few days. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

A. J. DALLAS. 


Puitapevpuia, December 5, 1798. 


This was followed, in Dunuap and 
Ciaypooie’s American Daily Advertiser, 
4575, Philadelphia, Monday, December 
9, 1793, by the following: 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


Agreeably to the 
published on the 6t 


— that was 
instant, I shall 
now proceed to declare the facts, rela- 
tive to Mr. Genet’s conversation with 
me, in the case of the Little Democrat. 

I feel, indeed, the indelicacy of dis- 


g, what may appear, in some re- 
spects, to be an official, and, in others, a 
private communication; but the anx- 
iety, which the Public mind has ex- 
perienced on the subject, the misap- 
revailed, and 
the example which is derived from the 


closing 
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conduct of all the other persons who 
have been involved in the discussion, 
will. I think, be deemed a sufficient 
justification of the liberty that I find it 
necessary to take. 
Late in the evening of Saturday, the 
day of July last, I was informed 
that the Little Democrat (whose war- 
like equipments, in opposition to the 
declared neutrality of the port, had 
before attracted the attention of Gov- 


ernment) would sail in the course of 


the ensuing morning. Having imme- 
diately communicated this information 
to the Governor, I received instructions 
to prepare for calling out a party of the 
militia, to prevent, at all events, the 
departure of the vessel; but, on my 
suggesting, that the necessity of pursu- 
ing hostile measures, might, probably, 
be superseded, by an application to the 
discretion of the French Minister, I 
was directed to wait upon that gentle- 
man, with an overture for an amicable 
arrangement, before the party should 
be summoned to parade. 

It was about 11 o’clock at night, 
when I arrived at Mr. Genet’s house. 
Mr. Paschall withdrew from the room 
into which I was introduced, soon after 
I entered it; but Mr. Bernonville and 
Mr. Dupont remained there, during the 
whole of my visit. 

I apologized for so unseasonable an 


intrusion; and lamented that my er- 


rand was not of an agreeable import. 
I stated the nature, extent, and obli- 
gation of the instructions, which the 
Governor had received from the Presi- 
dent, for the purpose of preserving the 
neutrality of the United States, within 
the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania; and 
1 described the circumstances, that ren- 
dered the Litile Democrat an object of 
those instructions, as well as the recent 
intelligence of her intention to leave 
‘the port, which the Governor was bound 
to prevent. I mentioned, however, that 
the Governor was desirous to avoid the 
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|use of any ae means on the 
occasion; and, t 


erefore, as the allega- 
tion which had been made, that the 
vessel belonged to the Republic of 
France, and not to individuals, might 
produce an exception from the general 
rule, in her favor, he would cheerfully 
rely on the Minister’s engagement that 
she should not depart, till there was an 
opportunity of consulting the President 
(who was then, I believe, on his way 
from Mount Vernon to the city of Phila- 
delphia) upon the merits of this particu- 
lar case. 

This representation was scarcely de- 
livered, when Mr. Genet exclaimed 
with great vehemence, “that the pro- 
“ceeding was very extraordinary, im- 
“proper and unjust. He thought that 
“his uniform acquiescence in the wishes 
“of the Government (instanced in the 
“surrender of the Grange, &c.) had not 
“merited this return; which he said, 
“however, should regulate his conduct 
“in future. He expressed surprise 
“that the first intimation which was 
“given of the matter, should be accom- 
“panied with a threat. He complained 
“in strong terms, and with many angry 
“epithets, of the ill-treatment that he 
“had received from some of the offi- 
“cers of the general Government, which 
“he contrasted with the cordial attach- 
“ment that was expressed by the People 
“at large, for his Nation. He ascribed 
“the conduct of those officers to prin- 
“ciples inimical to the cause of France 
“and liberty. He expressed apprehen- 
“sions, that owing to their influence, 
“even the President had, in that re- 
“spect, been misled. He observed, with 
“considerable emphasis, that the Presi- 
“dent was not the Sovereign of the 
“country, for he could not legislate on 
“general subjects, nor could he declare 
“war, or make peace; that Congress, 
“the depository of those powers, was 
“the only constituted body, that could, 
“on the part of the United States, give 





338 


“a Constitutional interpretation (possi- 
“bly involving the question of War or 


“ Peace) to the terms of the Treaty; that | 
“it was, therefore, the duty of the Pre- | 
“sident (a duty of which he had fre- | 


“quently pressed a performance) to have 
“convened Congress, before he ventured 
“to decide, by the Proclamation of Neu- 
“trality, upon the general relation be- 
“tween America and the belligerent 
“powers; or to prohibit, by his instruc- 
“tions to the State Governors, the 
“enjoyment of the particular rights, 
“which France claimed under the ex- 
“press stipulations of the Treaty. He 
“urged, that the powers which he had 
“received from his constituents gave 
“him no latitude upon the point now in 
“controversy; that the privilege to arm 
“and equip their vessels was deemed by 
“them indisputable; founded upon the 
" e meaning of the 22d Article of the 
“Treaty of Commerce; and that he could 
“not therefore, enter into any arrange- 
“ment, which might appear as a waiver 
“of that privilege. He insisted that 
“the President’s construction was neither 
«just, nor obligatory; that notwithstand- 
“ing the existing causes, which would 
“ warrant an abrupt departure, his regard 
“for the People of America would in- 
“duce him to remain here, amidst the 
“insults and disgusts that he daily suf- 
“ fered, in his official character, from the 
“public officers, ’till the meeting of Con- 
“gress. He spoke of publishing his 
“correspondence with the officers of 
“Government, together with a general 
“narrative of his proceedings: and he 
“said, that.if Congress agreed in the 
“opinions, and supported the measures, 
“otf the President, in relation to the 
“ Republic of France, he would certainly 
“then withdraw, conscious of having 
“discharged his duty, and leave the dis- 
“pute to be finally adjusted by the two 
“ Nations themselves.” 


As soon as I could obtain an oppor- | 


tunity, I recalled Mr. Genet’s attention 
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| to the immediate object of my visit; 
| but he peremptorily refused to enter 
into any engagement for suspending 
the departure of the Little Democrat ; 
and added, in a manner which I thought 
intemperate, that “he hoped no attempt 
“to seize her would be made: for, as 
“she belonged to the Republic, she must 
“defend the honor of her Flag, and 
“would certainly repel force by force.” 

Such was Mr. Genet’s conversation 
with me: and, it will be allowed, that, 
although I am responsible for the fidel- 
ity of the recital, I am not responsible 
for any inference which has been, or 
may be, drawn, from the facts that it 
contains. 

My report to the Governor, on the 
same night, and to Mr. Jerrerson, on tlie 
succeeding morning, corresponded, as 
precisely as I can repeat it, with the 
account which I have now given; and 
I well remember, that Mr. Jefferson’s re- 
lation of the discourse, that passed in 
his subsequent interview with Mr. 
Genet, on the same occasion, so nearly 
corresponded with my report, that the 
similarity became a matter of remark 
with the Governor and Mr. Jefferson, 
as well as with me, 

But it will be expected, perhaps, that 
I should give a more direct reply to 
the specific charge, which states, that 
I had reported to the Governor, and 
communicated to Mr. Jefferson, “that 
“Mr. Genet had declared that he would 
“appeal from the President to the 
“ People.” 

Upon enquiry, I find, that the Gov- 
ernor thinks that I made use of the 
word “appeal,” towards the close of my 
report, in this manner:—* that, if, after 
“the business was laid before Congress, 
“Mr. Genet did not receive satisfaction, 
“on behalf of his Nation, he would pub- 
“lish his appeal, withdraw, and leave 
“the Governments themselves to settle 
'“the dispute.” The word “appeal” ap- 
| pears, however, in my opinion, to be more 
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applicable to those facts which represent | 
that Mr. Genet, controverting the just- | 
ice and force of the President’s deci- 
sions on the Treaty, &c., declared a de- | 
termination to address Congress on the | 
subject: but, in either place, if it is not | 
construed necessarily to import, that I | 
heard a declaration from Mr. Genet, | 
“that he would appeal from the Presi- | 
“dent to the People,’ I am content to 
admit the expression as mine. 

But I am, likewise, apprised, that | 
soon after the transaction—when, how- 
ever, the report was circulating—that | 
Mr. Genet had used the expréssion in | 
question; when it was reported to have 
been used by him in his conversation 
with Mr. Jefferson; and when Mr. Jef- 
ferson thought it proper to remove im- 
pressions made by that circumstance | 
in the report; he stated, in an official 
memorandum, that Mr. Genet’s declara- | 
tion of an intention to appeal from the | 
President to the People was not ex- | 
pressed to him but to me. Whether | 


Mr. Jefferson employed the language 


of his own inference from my recital, | 
on the occasion or adopted the lan- 
guage of the current rumour, I will 
not attempt to discuss: but, if, in the 


its authenticity. 
| hearer may sometimes misconceive the 


will induce them to lament, that I was 
not personally consulted (which com- 
mon courtesy, as well as common cau- 
tion, might have dictated) before Mr. 
Hamilton and Mr. Knox, (who had daily 
opportunities of seeing me,) undertook 
to propagate the report connected with 
my name; or, at least, before Mr. Jay 
and Mr. King undertook to vouch for 
The most attentive 


ideas of the person who addresses him: 


‘the most upright narrator can seldom 


adhere strictly to the language of his au- 
thor: and I am not aware of any just 


| purpose which could require that the 
'sentiment which has been circulated 


should be immutably fixed; or that the 
form of words in which it is clothed 
should be irrevocably prescribed. 


A. J. DALLAS. 
Puitape puia, 7th December, 1793. 


This statement, from the pen of Mr. 
Dallas, was subsequently controverted 
by an anonymous writer, evidently one 
of the principals concerned in the dis- 
cussion or a representative of them, in 
| the following article which appeared in 


same early stage of the business, I had | Dunuar and Cuayrooe’s American Daily 
also enjoyed the means of explanation, | Advertiser, 4581, Philadelphia, Tuesday, 
I, like Mr. Jefferson, should then have | December 17, 1793: 

said, what I said the moment I heard | 
the suggestion applied to me—what I | 
have since taken every proper oppor- | 
tunity of saying; and what I now most | 
solemnly say—that Mr. Genet never did, 
in his conversation with me, declare | 
“that he would appeal from the Presi- | 
“dent to the People,” or that he would 
make any other appeal which conveyed | 
to my mind the idea of exciting insur- | Mr. Dallas having lately made a state- 
rection and tumult. | ment differing from that of Mr. Jay and 
Upon the whole, as my communica-| Mr. King, with regard to the declara- 


For the American Daily Advertiser. 


The Printers of the American Daity 
Apvertiser have received the fol- 
lowing statement from an authentic 
source, with permission to make the 
source known to any party con- 
cerned, who may desire it: 


tions to the Governor and Mr. Jefter- 
son were of an official and confiden- 
tial nature, I think that I have cause 
to complain, and the candor of others | 


tion alleged to have been made by Mr. 
Genet, namely, “that he would appeal 
“from the President to the People,’ the 
following circumstances may serve to 
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assist the public judgment concerning 
the real nature of the transaction. 

The information, which was certified 
by Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Knox to have 


been received from Governor Mifflin, was | 
communicated by the Governor to those | 


entlemen separately ; to the latter, the 
y afler the evening of the interview be- 
tween Mr. Genet and Mr. Dallas, at which 


the declaration is understood to have | 


been made, (being Saturday, the 6th of 


July last); to the former, the day follow- | 


ing, (that is, the second day after the inter- 
view.) Those 


ately connected with an object upon 
which they had to act officially, compared 
with each other at the time, the informa- 
tion they had severally received from the 
Governor, and found it to agree as to the 
point in question, being precisely this, 
that Mr. Genet had said to Mr. Dallas, 
“ That he would appeal from the President 
“to the People.” 

The same second day after the interview 
between Mr. Genet and Mr. Dallas, in an 


official conference between Mr. Jefier- | 


son, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Knox, having 
relation lo the affair which gave rise to the 
above mentioned declaration, Mr. Jeffer- 


son stated that Mr. Dallas had told him | 


likewise, that Mr. Genet had said, “he 
“woul appeal from the President to the 
“ People’—the terms corresponding with 
those which had before been used by 


Governor Mifflin, in his separate com- | 


munications to Mr. Knox and Mr. Hamil- 
ton. 

The two last mentioned gentlemen, in 
an official paper, drawn up and signed 
by them on the 9th of the same July, a 
copy of which was then delivered to Mr. 
Jetterson, recited the information they 
had received in the following words— 
“The Declaration of the Minister of 
“France to Mr. Dallas, Secretary of the 
“ Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as re- 
“lated by him ¢o the Governor of that Com- 
“wealth and to the Secretary of State, is a 


entlemen, deeming it a | 
matter of public importance, immedi- | 


“further confirmation of the same sys- 
“tem. That Declaration, among other 
“exceptionable things, expressed that he 
i“ (the French Minister) would appeal from 
“the President to the People.” 

Mr. Jefferson, in an official paper under 
| his signature, dated the 10th of the same 
July, stated the same transaction in the 
following words—On repeating to him 
(the Governor) and Mr. Dallas what Mr. 
Genet had said, we found that it agreed 
in many particulars with what he had said 
to Mr. Dallas ; but Mr. Dallas mentioned 
some things, which he had not said to me, 
and, particularly, his declaration that he 
| would appeal from the President to the 
| People. The conversation between Gov- 
_ernor Mifflin, Mr. Jefferson, and Mr. Dallas, 
‘at which this passed, is stated in the 
/same paper, to have happened on Sun- 
|day, the 7th of July, the day after the 
evening of the interview between Mr. 
| Genet and Mr. Dallas. 
| No comments will be made on these 

articulars. The public is left to draw 
its own inferences. 





| (== Those Printers who may have 
| published Mr. Dallas’s statement, are re- 
| quested to insert the foregoing. 


To this paper, on the next day, [De- 
| cember 18] the following brief reply was 
| published, also in Duntap and CLaypootr’s 
| American Daily Advertiser : 


For the American Daity ADVERTISER. 
TO THE PUBLIC. 


supplementary certificate, in aid of 
the statement, that has been fur- 
| nished by Mr. Jay and Mr. King, relative 
|to Mr. Genet’s conversation with Mr. 


Dallas, in the case of the Little Democrat, 

| has been published without the names of 

| its authors ; but a report has been raised, 

|that this supplementary certificate, is 

| published by the Governor and Mr. Jeffer- 
son, 
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A party concerned, has, therefore, en- 
quired into the fact; and lest the cir- 
cumstance reported may serve to mislead 
the public judgment concerning the real 
nature of the transaction, he thinks it 
proper to state, that he is informed by 
the Printers, that the supplementary cer- 
tificate is composed and published by the 
same persons, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Knox, 
who composed and published the origi- 
nal certificate (of which, indeed, it is 
merely a verbal amplification) annexed 
to the statement of Mr. Jay and Mr. 
King. 

No comments will be made on this 
particular: the public is left to draw its 
own inference. 


(<= Those printers who may publish 
the Supplementary Certificate of Mr. 


Hamilton and Mr. Knox, are requested | iy the calumnies which have been per- 


to insert the foregoing. 


the Federal authorities. 
On the sixteenth of December, 1793, 


Attorney-general of the United States: 


{From Duntae and Ciaypooie’s American Daily 


Advertiser, 4590, Philadelphia, Friday, December 27, | 


1793.] 


2d. year of the French Republic. 


Citizen Genet, Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the French Republic, to Mr. Ran- 
dolph, Attorney-general of the United 
States. 


SIR, 


A new publication of Messrs. Jay and | 


King, of which I send you a copy, obliges 
me once more to have recourse to you in 
your official capacity. You will there 


see that those gentlemen have greatly | 
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aggravated their offence to France and 
to her delegates: 1st, by their coalition 
with Messrs. Knox and Hamilton, the 
former Secretary at War, the latter Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, for the purpose of 
supporting their first libel against me: 
2dly, by giving the Public to understand 
that we endeavored to interfere in the 
interior concerns of the United States; 
which is absolutely false; Such asser- 
tions from private citizens would not 
attract my attention; but proceeding 
from the Chief-justice and from a Sena- 
tor of the United States, they deserve 
public censure; and I hope they will 
make part of the accusation which I 
again request of you to bring before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 


‘against Messrs. Jay and King, as also 


against all those who have participated 


fidiously disseminated solely with a view 


St : | of injuring the interest of France, under 

While this public discussion of the | 
subject was occupying the attention of | 
the Public, M. Genet was engaged in a) 
vigorous prosecution of the case before | 


a republican Government, by attacking 
the person whose duty, and I will say, 
whose glory, it is to defend them, in 
spite of all the disgusting circumstances 
which are daily pressed upon him. You 


: | will much oblige me, Sir, by communi- 
he addressed the following letter to the | 


cating to me in writing your intentions 


relative to my different requisitions ; 
and by directing me by your professional 
| knowledge in the course of this import- 


ant prosecution. It is my intention to 
apply to the head of the Executive power 


v99 | of the United States, thro’ the interven- 
Punapetsmts, December 16, 1706. | tion of the Secretary of State, to recom- 
|mend to you to carry on this business 
| with all possible activity, as the honor 


| of both our Republics requires that it 


be speedily decided. 
Accept, Sir, my Respects, 
GENET. 


A copy of this letter was enclosed, with 
the following Note, by M. Genet, to the 
Secretary of State: 
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[From the same paper. ] 
Puitapetpuia, December 16, 1793. 


2d year of the French Republic. | 


Citizen Genet, Minister Plenipoten- 


tiary of the French Republic, to Mr. | 


Jefierson, Secretary of State. 
SIR, 


I request of you to lay before the | 


President the annexed requisition, which 
I have just sent to the Attorney-general 


of the United States, and to be so good | 


as to prevail on him to direct that mag- 
istrate to commence, as speedily as pos- 
sible, a suit in which the honor of France 
and my own are essentially concerned. 


Accept my respects, 
GENET. 


To this letter, the Secretary of State 
thus replied; on the eighteenth of the 
same month: 


{From the same paper. ] 
Puitapetpuia, December 18, 1793. 


SIR, 
Ihave laid before the President your 
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Mr. Jay, Chief-justice of the United 
States, and Mr. King, one of the Senators 
for the State of New York; and desiring 
that they might be prosecuted. This let- 
| ter has been laid before the President, 
who, never doubting your readiness on 
| all occasions to perform the functions of 
| your office, yet thinks it incumbent on 
him to recommend it especially on the 
present occasion, as it concerns a public 
| character peculiarly entitled to the pro- 
tection of the laws; on the other hand, 
(as our citizens ought not to be vexed 
with groundless prosecutions, duty to 
| them requires it to be added, that if you 
| judge the prosecution in question to be 
of that nature, you consider this recom- 
mendation as not extending to it; its 
only object being to engage you to pro- 
ceed in this case according to the duties 
of your office, the laws of the land, and 
| the privileges of the parties concerned. 
| I have the honor to be with great 
respect and esteem, Sir, Your most 
obedt. and most humble servant, 


TH. JEFFERSON. 


| The Attorney-general of the United 
States. 


letter of the 16th instant, and in conse- | 


quence thereof have written to the At- | 


torney-general of the United States, a 
letter of which I have the honor to en- 


of the respect with which I am, Sir, 


Your most obedient, and most | 


humble servant, 


TH. JEFFERSON. | 


[ EncLosure.] 


Patapevpaia, December 18, 1798. 


SIR, 

The Minister 
France has enclosed to me the copy of a 
letter of the 16th inst, which he addressed 
to you, stating that some libellous publi- 
cations had been made against him by 


Plenipotentiary of | 


On the same day, the Attorney-gene- 


'ral replied to M. Genet’s letter of the 
| sixteenth of December, as follows: 
close you a copy, and to add assurances | 


[From the same paper. ] 


Puiwape pani, Dec. 18th, 1793. 
SIR, 


I had the honor of receiving yester- 
day the second communication which you 
purposed to make tome. When we con- 
versed together on the evening of Fri- 
day, the 13th inst, I doubted for a mo- 
ment, whether you did not mean, that I 
should wait for the instructions intended 
to be asked for me, from the President 
of the United States; but as I want no 
special order for the discharge of my 
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real duty, and the opinion which you re- 
quest must be the result of my own con- 


viction, I do not think it proper to delay 


my answer. 


You apply, Sir, to me as the Attorney- | 


general of the United States, to prose- 
cute Mr. Jay and Mr. King, for their 
publication on the 12th of August and 
the 26th of November, 1793. The Act 
constituting my office declares my duty 
to be, “ to prosecute and conduct all suits 
“in the Supreme Court in which the 
“United States shall be concerned,” and 
I have sworn to its faithful execution. 
But while I admit it to be incumbent on 
me to prosecute, without distinction of 
persons, when the law will support me, I 
do not hold myself bound, nor do I con- 
ceive that I ought, to proceed against 
any man in opposition to my decided 
judgment. With these impressions, I 


must beg leave to decline the measures 
which you desire, persuaded, as I am, 
that this case will not sustain the prose- 


cution which you meditate. 

But, Sir, if it would not seem fortify- 
ing with an apology, this determination 
of mine, founded upon principles which 
need none, I would take the liberty of 
adding, that any other gentleman of the 
profession, who may approve and advise 
the attempt, will be at no loss to point 
out a mode which does not require my 
intervention. 

I have the honor, Sir, to be, with sin- 
cere respect and attachment for the Na- 
tion whom you represent, 

Your most obedient servant, 


EDM. RANDOLPH. 


Mr. Genet, Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic. 


P.S. December 20, 1793. 


Since I wrote the above, I have re- 
ceived, Sir, a letter from the Secretary 
of State, on the subject of your request. 
As no change is rendered necessary in 
the foregoing sentiments, I do myself 
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the honor of sending my letter as it 
originally stood. 


To the letter from the Secretary of 
State, M. Genet thus replied, on the 
twentieth of December: 


[From the same paper. ] 
Puavetpuia, Dec. 20, 1793. 
2d year of the French Republic. 

The Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic to Mr. Jefferson, Sec- 
retary of State of the United States. 

SIR, 

I have just received your letter of the 
16th of this month, and have the honor 
to thank the President of the United 
States, through your channel, for the in- 
tention he manifests, by bringing to 
light an intrigue to the design which 
was to lead him into an error, to engage 
him in precipitate measures against 
the executor of the orders of the French 
nation, and by this means to destroy the 
good understanding which so happily 
subsists between our two Republics. 

I cannot express to you the profound 
grief with which I see daily unraveled the 
thread of so black a plot; and I own to 
you that in qualifying my just prosecu- 
tions with the epithet “ groundless,” you 
seem to have forgotten that it is incum- 
bent on me to avenge my Sovereign of 
the injury done to their interests by that 
monstrous series of lies, of fallacious 
certificates, and of absurd rumours, by 
means of which the public mind was for 
some time fascinated, and which have 
perhaps shaken the alliance of two Na- 
tions whom every thing invites to mu- 
tual love and union. 

If there exists, Sir, a crime of lezena- 
tion, it is certainly this of which I com- 
plain, and of which the perpetrators 
ought to be given up to the law in whose 
eyes, I imagine, that with you, as with 

| us, all men are equal. 
GENET. 
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"To the letter from the Attorney-gene- 
ral, M. Genet thus replied, on the twenty- 
first of December : 


[From the same paper. ] 
Purtapetpuia, 21st December, 1793. 
2d year of the French Republic. 


Citizen Genet &c. to Mr. Randolph, 

Attorney General of the United States. 
SIR, 

Since you refuse to cause to be ren- 
dered to my Nation, the ally of yours, 
the justice claimed by its representative, 
I will apply immediately to the Judges ; 
and should they refuse to admit my com- 
plaint, I will cover myself with the man- 


tle of mourning, and will say America is’ 


no longer free. 

Accept Sir, my profound respect for, 
and my attachment to, the United States, 
of which you are Attorney General. 

GENET. 


The suggestion of the Attorney-gene- 
ral, that the honor of the Minister and 
of France could be more properly pro- 
tected by private counsel than by the 
Federal authorities, seems to have been 


followed by M. Genet, who retained Ed- | 


ward Livingston as his Counsel and com- 
menced proceedings for Libel against 
Messrs. Jay and King. 


Soon after, M. Genet, who was a Gi- | 
rondist, was superseded in office, without | 
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| informed M. Genet that under the exist- 


| ing laws of France, the estates and lives 

of the families of her Ministers were 

‘held accountable for their conduct, 
abroad. 

Robespierre was at the head of the 
Government, and there was no alterna- 
tive for M. Genet—he must either obey, 
and, for the supposed good of France, 
discontinue the actions, or, by continuing 
them, expose his defenceless family, in 
Europe, to the merciless vengeance of 
that relentless leader of the Jacobins, who 
was, also, his equally relentless political 
enemy. The Minister yielded to this un- 
usual appeal, by reluctantly obeying the 
constituted authorities of his country; 
discontinuing the actions which he had 
instituted against his traducers; silently 
submitting to a perpetuation, as History, 
by them and their party, of the fiction 
of the intended “appeal from the Presi- 
“dent to the People ;” and, years after— 
still, through the machinations of party, 
in America, without an official recall from 
his post of duty—passing to the grave, the 

' continued object of what seems to be an 
unmerited censure. 

It is the province of History, to do jus- 
tice both to the Minister and his ac- 
cusers; and, for the purpose of promot- 


_ iug that object, these facts are submitted. 


H. B. D. 
Morrisania, N. Y., October, 1866. 


being recalled to France, by M. Fauchet, | 
a Jacobin, who brought with him several | 


letters from the mother and sisters of 


the former, together with an expression 


of the wishes of the party then in power | 


in France, concerning the actions which 


he had instituted against the Chief-jus- | 


tice of the United States and the Senator 
from New York. 

He informed M. Genet that the French 
Government would like to have these 
actions discontinued, as they might be 
prejudicial to the good feeling which 
France desired to maintain with the 
United States; and, at the same time, he 


Il—THE EARLY METHODISTS AND 
SLAVERY. 


In our last Number, we referred, briefly, 
to the testimony borne by the Early Me- 
thodists against the sin of Intemperance : 
we propose in this, to pay our passing re- 
'spects to that which the same persons 
bore against the practice of holding 
Slaves. 

At the Conference held at Baltimore, 
on the twenty-fourth of April, 1780, the 
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following Minutes were made on the 
subject referred to: 

“ Quest. 16. Ought not this Conference 
“to require those traveling Preachers 
“who hold slaves, to give promises to 
“set them free ? 

“ Answ. Yes. 


“ Quest. 17. Does this Conference ac- | 
“knowledge that slave-keeping is con- | 
to the laws of God, man, and na- | 


“ trary ( 
“ture, and hurtful to society, contrary to 
“the dictates of conscience and pure re- 


“ligion, and doing that which we would | 
“not others should do to us and ours? | 


“Do we pass our disapprobation on all 


“our friends who keep slaves, and advise | 


“their freedom? 
“ Answ. Yes.” 


At the same meeting, the Conference | 


decided that “the Assistant ought to 


“meet the Negroes himself, and appoint | 


“as helpers in his absence, proper white 
“persons, and not suffer them to stay late 
“and meet by themselves.” 

At the Conference holden at Ellis’s 


a a, on the sixth of May, 


1788, and at Baltimore on the twenty- 


seventh of the same month, the follow- | 


ing Minutes were made: 
“ Quest. 10. What shall be done with 
“our local Preachers who hold slaves, 


“contrary to the laws which authorize | 


“their freedom, in any of the United 
“States? 

“Answ. We will try them another 
“ year. 
“sistant deal faithfully and plainly with 
“every one, and report to the next Con- 
“ference, 
“suspend them.” 

At the next Conference, held at Ellis’s, 
on the last day of April, 1784, and at 
Baltimore, on the twenty-eighth of May, 
the subject was again discussed and the 
result will be seen in the following 
Minute: 

“ Quest. 12. What shall we do with our 
“friends that will buy and sell slaves? 

“ Answ. If they buy with no other de- 
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In the meantime, let every As- | 


It may then be necessary to | 
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|“sign than to hold them as slaves, and 
| “have been previously warned, they shall 
“be turned out; and permitted \to sell 


| “on no condition, 
| Quest. 18. What shall we do with 
'“our local Preachers who will not eman- 
'“cipate their slaves in the States where 
“the laws admit it? 

“ Answ. Try those in Virginia another 
'“year, and suspend the preachers in 
|“ Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and 
“ New-Jersey.” 

“ Quest. 22. What shall be done with 
“our traveling Preachers that now are, 
“or hereafter shall be, possessed of ne- 
“groes, and refuse to manumit them 
“where the law permits? 

“ Answ. Employ them no more.” 

At the next Conference, however— 
that which organized the first Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America, in Jan- 
uary, 1785—there seems to have been 
some re-action on the subject, if not a 
|compromise with the evil, which had 
been so emphatically denounced by the 
Conference of 1780, as “contrary to the 
“Jaws of God, man and nature; hurtful 
“to Society, contrary to the dictates of 
“conscience and pure religion,” etc. ; and 
the following is the record of that move- 
ment, from the official Minutes of the 
Conference : 

“Tt is recommended to all our breth- 
'“ren to suspend the execution of the 
“Minute on Slavery, till the delibera- 
“tions of a future Conference ; and that 
“an equal space of time be allowed all 
“our members for consideration, when 
“the Minute shall be put in force. 

“N.B—We do hold in the deepest 
“abhorrence, the practice of Slavery; 
“and shall not cease to seek its destruc- 
“tion by all wise and prudent means.” 

We have not yet discovered any action 
which removed this suspension of the 
| execution of the Minutes of 1780, 1788, 
| 1784 and 1785; and, so far as the Con- 
ferences are concerned, if we are not 
mistaken, the Methodist Slaveholders of 
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Virginia were never subsequently an- 
noyed by their immediate ecclesiastical 


superiors, either by threats of suspension | 


from Church-fellowship or by suspension 
itself. H. B. D 


ITl.—QUERIES. 


Rosert Covcu.—TI find in a list of books 
printed for, and sold by, John Lawrence, 
at the Angel in the Poultry, over against 
the Compter, London, which list is ap- 
pended to the Works of Lord Delamer, 
1694, the following title: 

“ Praxis Catholica; or, the Country- 
“man’s universal Remedy; Wherein is 
“plainly and briefly laid down the na- 
“ture, matter, manner, place and cure of 
“most diseases incident to the body of 
“Man, not hitherto discovered; whereby 
“any one of an ordinary Capacity may 
“apprehend the true cause of his dis- 
“ tempers, wherein his Cure consists, and 
“the means to effect it; together with 
“rules how to order Children in the 


“most violent disease of Vomiting and 
«“ Looseness, &c., useful for Seamen and 


“Travellers. Also an account of an In- 
“comparable Powder for Wounds or 
“Hurts, which cures any ordinary ones 
“at once dressing. Written by Robert 
“Couch, sometimes Practitioner in Phy- 
“sick and Chirurgery at Boston in New 
“England. Now Published with divers 
“useful Additions (for Publick Benefit) 
“by Ch. Pack, Operator in Chymistry.” 
Is anything further known of Robert 
Couch, the author of this book? 
Boston. 


IV.—REPLIES. 


Battie or Bunxer’s Hiwi—(H. M. x. 


292.)—The Cerberus, a thirty-six gun | 
frigate, was the vessel that carried to | 


England, General Gage’s official account 
of the Battle of Bunker’s Hill. 
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| goyne, as passengers. 


[ November, 


out three thousand letters from the 
British Army to their friends at home, 
Gage’s account was dated June 25th, 
eight days after the battle ; the Cerberus 
no doubt sailed forthwith. She arrived 


at Portsmouth, England, on the twenty- 


fifth of July; and was immediately 
docked, repaired, and sent back to Bos- 
ton, with letters of recall to General 
Gage, where she arrived on the twenty- 
sixth of September. The official account 
was at once published by Government, 
though news of the battle had reached 
Falmouth on the nineteenth of July, ob- 
tained by a news-boat of that place, 
which spoke a New-England vessel bound 
up the Channel. The Captain gave the 
boat an American newspaper of June 
24th, containing a hurried account of the 
battle; some of the details were ridicu- 


| lously incorrect, as for instance, “ during 


“the fight, Gen. Putnam was reinforced 
“with 6,000 fresh troops and 27 field 
“pieces.” The London papers were filled, 
for weeks, with melancholy details of the 
sanguinary fight, taken from the letters 
of the survivors. The terrible slaughter 
of British officers, being greater, in pro- 
portion to the privates, than in any of 
their Continental campaigns, excited 
great comment. It was considered a vic- 


‘tory too dearly purchased, even on 


Gage’s statement. On the thirty-first of 
July, six days after the official account 


' was published, a ship was cleared at the 


London Custom House for Boston, with 
two thousand coffins. 
The Cerberus had arrived in Boston 


‘only a few weeks previous to the battle, 


with Generals Howe, Clinton, and Bur- 
R. 
Washington, D. C. 


Winnisimet Ferry.—(H. M. x. 292.)— 
Winnisimet was the Indian name for 
Chelsea, Mass. Winnisimet Ferry (one 


She was | of the oldest in the country, having been 
commanded by Captain Chads; and took | 


established in 1631,) connected then, and 
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during the Revolution, Chelsea with the 
north part of Boston. R. 
Washington, D. C. 


Concert Hatu.—(H. M. x. 292.)—This 


Hall, at the corner of Court and Hanover | 
streets, Boston, was built about the mid- | 
dle of the last century; but was not so | 
designated in a deed of 1754, when it | 


was sold for £2,000, lawful money. In 
1769, it was again sold for £1,000 sterling; 
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“ing sedition and conspiracy amongst 


| “ parishioners, which this pulpit has been 
| “most wickedly practising ever since the 
'“corner-stone was laid.” In 1778, he 
was proscribed and banished from New 
Hampshire. He died at Charleston, §S.C., 
at the close of 1782. His widow was liv- 
ing as late as 1822. These facts are 
leaned from the new edition of Sasine’s 
ives of the Loyalists. R. 
Washington, D. C. 


and was then termed “Concert Hatt.” | 


The whole building was about forty-nine 
by sixty-nine feet. It was used for many 
years as a Tavern. 


the early years of the Revolution, by the 


Sons of Liberty; also, in later years for | 


political meetings. The Society of Cin- 


cinnati held their meetings there for | 
The original | 
building, I think, is still standing. Fur- | 
ther particulars in regard to this and | 


nearly half a century. 


other ancient buildings, and the antiqui- 

ties of Boston generally, can be found in 

Drake’s admirable History of the place. 
Washington, D. C. R. 


Joun Morison.—(H. M. x. 292.)—This | 


gentleman was ordained as a preacher in 


Peterborough, N. H., (not Mass.,) in 1766. | 


He left in a few years, and was in 
Charleston, 8. C., in 1772. He returned 
North, and joined the American Army 
at Cambridge, Mass., in 1775, but went 
over to the British immediately after the 
battle of Bunker’s Hill; and received a 
position in their Commissary Depuart- 
ment. While in Boston, in September, 
1775, as appears from Draper’s Gazelte, 
he “received a call to the elegant new 
“church in Brattle Square, vacated by 
“the flight of Dr. Cooper. His first ser- 
“mon was excellent, and delivered to a 
“genteel audience ;” and he designed 
“to show the fatal consequence of sow- 


The Hall was in the | 
second story; was about sixty by thirty | 
feet, and admired for its elegant propor- | 
tions and general appearance. It was) 
formerly used by the Masons, and, in | 


Harry Rooxe.—(H. M. x. 291.) —I 
/can find no evidence that such a person 
was an Aid-de-Camp to General Gage at 
the battle of Bunker’s Hill. His name is 
not mentioned in the official account, 
nor in any other that I have seen. It 
was stated that every one of Gage’s Aids 
'were killed or wounded. Lieutenant 
Page, of the Engineers, was one of the 
| badly wounded; was sent to England, 
and died ten months after the battle— 
the last survivor of the General’s Aids, 
who were in the fight, so says The Lon- 
don Chronicle for that year. A “Capt. 
|“ Rooke” was Aid to Sir Wm. Howe in 
1776, who succeeded General Gage as 
Commander-in-Chief in North America, 
as will be seen in The Royal Kalendar 
for 1776. : R. 

Washington, D. C. 


Joun Morison. (H. M. x. 292.)\—We 
welcome to our columns the following 
| careful “Reply” to the “Query” on this 
| subject.—Epb. Hist. Mac. 


| Nasuva, N. H., Oct. 29th, 1866. 


| Mr. Henry B. Dawson: 

My Dear Sir:—In the September 
number of Tue Historica, Macazine is @ 
|query from “8. L. B,” of Augusta, Me., 
|requesting “information in regard to 
| “Mr. Morrison, a preacher at Peterboro’, 
|“ Mass., before the Revolution, who was 
| “compelled to leave that place, and af- 
|“terwards joined the American army, 
| “was engaged at the battle of Bunker's 








848 HISTORICAL 
“Hill, but deserted to the English soon 
“ after.” 

In reply I would say, that Rev. John 
Morison was ordained at Peterboro’, 
N. H., (not Mass., there is no Peterboro’ 
in Mass.) Nov. 26, 1766. He was born at 
Pathfoot, in Scotland, May 22, 17438, and 
oe at Edinburgh, Feb. 17, 1765. 

e was a man of decided ability, but in- 
temperate and licentious. He became so 
intoxicated at a social gathering, on one 
occasion, as to become unable to walk, 
but the matter was concealed from all 
but a few. Soon his habits, however, 
became notoriously known, and he was 
suspended for three months. He finally 
relinquished hjs connection with his So- 
ciety, in March, 1772. He then visited 
South Carolina; then he returned and 
oon the army at Cambridge, in 1775. 

e was present at Bunker’s Hill, but did 
not take part in it, alleging that his gun- 
lock was not in order. The next day he 
joined the British, and continued with 
them till his death, which took place at 
Charleston, 8. C., Dec. 10, 1782. He 
married Sarah Ferguson, who survived 
him till 1824. They had a son, John 
Morison, who died about 1800, having 
received his education at Phillips’ Exe- 
ter Academy, where for a time he was, 
also, a teacher. 

Respectfully yours, 
B. B. Wurrremore. 


Massacuusetts Exection Sermons. (H. 
M. x. 156.)—In reply to Memo, who says, 
“Perhaps some of your readers may be 
“able to furnish lists of those in other 
“libraries, public or private,” I have 
those of the following years: 1734, 1786, 
1742, 1744, 1747, 1754, 1756, 1759, 1760, 
1761, 1762, 1765, 1766, 1768~'73, 1784, 
1787, 1791, 1794, 1796, 1800-1866. I 
find also the following duplicates, which 
may help somebody: 1756, 1772, 1784, 
1787, 1800, 1811, 1819, 1821, 18238, 1826, 
1827, 1880~33, 1835~’66. I have Cotton 
Mather’s Convention Sermon, 1722; was 
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an earlier one printed? The earliest 
New Hampshire Election Sermon, if it 
can be called “election,” which I have, 
is that of 1786, by Dr. Haven. What 
was the first printed? The earliest 
New Hampshire Convention Sermon 
which I have, is that of Dr. Haven, 1760. 
What was the first printed? The earli- 
est Dudleian Lecture I have is that of 
1757. Was that of 1756 the first one 
printed? I have Richard Mather’s Fare- 
well to the Church in Dorchester, printed 
in 1657, by Samuel Green, Cambridge; I 
should be glad to know what public li- 
braries have a copy. A. H. Q. 
New Beprorp, Mass., 
October, 1866. 


Corron Martuer’s “Parentator.” (H. 
M. vol. x. p. 820.)—Your correspondent 
“Enquirer” will find a copy of the Me- 
moirs of Remarkables in the Life and 
Death of the Ever-Memorable Dr. Increase 
Mather, 12mo, Boston, 1724, in the Li- 
brary of the New York Historical So- 
ciety. “ Parentator,” to which Mr. Pal- 
frey’s reference is directed, is the head- 
line of the title; but the book is gener- 
ally known as “ The Remarkables of Dr. 
“ Increase Mather.” W. K. 


V.—PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. 


1. Vermont Historica Sociery. 


The annual meeting of the Vermont Historical 
Society was held at the Society’s room, in the 
Capitol, at Montpelier, on Tuesday, October 16th, 
at 2 P.M., Rev. Puiny H. Wurrs, President, in 
the chair. 

A Committee was appointed to report a list of 
officers for the year ensuing, and submitted the 
following report, which was accepted and 
adopted. 


OFFICERS OF THE VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


Rev. Pury H. Warts, Coventry—President. 

Rev. Wr1t1am H. Lorp, Montpelier, Hon. 
Grorce W. Benepict, Burlington, Gen. JonN 
W. Pue tps, Brattleboro— Vice-Presidents. 

Grorce F. Hoveuton, St. Albans—Recording 
Secretary. 
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Aupert D. Hager, Proctorsville, Henry 
CxaRk, Poultney— Corresponding Secretaries. 

Cartes Rep, Montpelier—Librarian and 
Cabinet Keeper. 

Hermon D. Horxrins, Montpelier—TZreasurer. 

OCurators—Hitanp Hau, Bennington County ; 
DueaLp Stewart, Addison Co.; Henry Hatt, 
Rutland Co.; Rev. Jonn A. Hicks, Chittenden 
Co.; D. Gr.BERT DexTER, Windham Co.; LurHER 
L. Dutcuer, Franklin Co.; JoHn Wiper, 
Windsor Co. 

Hon. CHarues REED, the Librarian of the So- 
ciety, submitted the following report: 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


To the Vermont Historical Society : 


The past year has been fortunate in adding to | 


the Historical material of our collection. The 
accompanying list is a statement of all donations 
received. The names of the donors are as fol- 


lows: 
Henry Clark, Esq.; Rev. A. G. Pease; Chicago 


Historical Society; Hon. J. R. Cleaveland; A. E. | 


Leavenworth, Esq.; Rev. C. E. Ferrin; Burling- 
ton Times Office; the Essex Instit ute,Salem, 
Mass.; Henry B. Dawson, Morrisania, N. Y.; 
Thomas H. Canfield; U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture; N. H. Historical Society; American 
Antiquarian Society; Hon. Geo. F. Edmunds; 


Henry Onderdonk, Jamaica, L. I.; William A. | 
Whitehead, Newark, N. J.; Rhode Island His- | 


torical Society; Hon. Winslow C. Watson; Ed- 
ward Shippen, Philadelphia, Pa.; Charles H. 


Hart, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa.; Edward M. Stone, | 


Esq., Providence, R. I.; Hon. E. P. Walton; 
Mass. Historical Society; New England Histo. 
ric-Genealogical Society; Joel Munsell, Esq., 


Albany, N. Y.; City of Boston; Joseph A. Pren- | 


i ys . Richard her, Bo: Mass. ; | 
tiss, Esq "Rocce Richard Fletcher, Boston, Mass. ; | toe the past twenty-five years. 


Rev. S. Parmalee; State of Vermont; Dr. S. 
Keith ; M. A. Stickney, Salem, Mass. ; Conn. Acad- 
emy of Arts and Sciences; Rey. Charles S. Smith. 


AN ORDINATION BALL. 


In a package from Judge Cleaveland, of Brook- | 
field, I find a sermon whose title-page is as fol- | 
lows: “ A sermon preached in Randolph, June 
“3rd, 1801, at the Ordination of the Rev. Mr. | 
“Tilton Eastman, by John Smith, A.M., Professor 
“of the Learned Languages at Dartmouth College. | 
“Printed at Randolph, (Vermont) by 8S. Wright and | 

”» 


“J. Denio, M.D.C.C.C.1, 


With this sermon is a ball-card which reads | 


thus: 
“ ORDINATION BALL. 


“ quested at Mr. J. Warren’s Hall, in Randolph, 





| sented several hundred 





| powder-horn to his comrade. 
“The company of Miss Lydia Egerton is re- | 


“on Thursday, the 14th inst., at one of the clock 
«P.M. 


«“ B. Egerton, 
“W. Arnold, 
“ A, Egerton, 
«“ J. Edson, 


“Randolph, June 3d, 1801.” 


It may be well for some of our members to 
investigate this conjunction and report whether, 
as an historical fact, such unions were common 
in those days, which are not tolerated in ours; 
and how an Ordination and an Ordination Ball 
were jointly conducted. 


Managers. 


DONATIONS. 


The Doleful Tragedy of the Raising of Jo. 
Burnham, also presented by Judge Cleaveland, 
reminds us how the Anti-Masonic Excitement 
swept Vermont, disturbed the politics of New 
York and Pennsylvania, and had its candidate 
for President of the United States. Mr. White 
has rendered this copy valuable by writing for 
it an appendix, in which is given a brief nar- 


| rative ae the affair, and also the names of the 


ersons in Woodstock and vicinity, 
and burlesqued as the Dramatis 


veritable 
caricature 


| Persone of the play. The affair, besides —s 
? 


made famous by the poetical pen of Mr. Kendal 
in the above play, was thought worthy of an 
investigation by a Legislative Committee. 

Rey. Simeon Parmalee, D.D., of Georgia, has pre- 

amphlets and a few bound 

volumes relating to the Ecclesiastical History 
and Benevolent Associations of the State, and 
many periodicals of historical value. 

Hon. Richard Fletcher, of Boston, has present- 
ed a large collection of pamphlets and addresses 
in regard to the political history of the country, 


Matthew A. Stickney, of Salem, Mass., has 
presented, among many curiosities and docu- 
ments, a powder-horn, which his grandfather, 
Jedediah Stickney, brought home to Rowley, 
Mass., from the old French war. This was given 
him by his fellow soldier, Samuel Robinson, 
with his name and the date on it, thus: “Samuel 
“ Robinson, 1754.” 

This old horn saw the bloody fights on the 
banks of Lake George, and its owner must have 


| belonged to that corps that Bancroft thus de- 


scribes: “There were six hundred New England 


| “rangers, armed with a fire-lock and a hatchet; 


“under their right arm a powder-horn.” Robin- 
son became a Captain; and in exchanging his 
“fire-lock” for the sword, naturally gave his 
Robinson was 
among the early settlers in Bennington, and the 
founder of the family that has furnished to Ver- 





850 HISTORICAL 


mont, two Governors, two Chief Justices, and 


two United States Senators. 

Most families have printed memorials of the 
times, which, preserv 
furnish “its form and pressure” for this genera- 


tion to the next, instead of being sold into the | 
| stantially bound album, large enough to contain 


insatiable maw of the paper-rag collector. 
It has come to my knowledge that within a 


few years, the last copy known to exist of the | 


first newspaper _— at Montpelier went, 
piecemeal, to kind] 


two miles of the Capitol. And I have been told 


that a large and probably more perfect collec- | 
ocuments than could | 
| Pliny H. 


tion of Vermont Official 
be found elsewhere, collected by a late deceased 
gentleman in Bennington County, was sent by 
his legal representatives to the paper mill. The 
perpetrators of such sacrilege ought to be punish- 
ed as for any other serious crime. Ignorance of 
the historical or pecuniary value of such docu- 
ments is without excuse. Though the school- 
master is abroad in Vermont, he has not yet 
reached all our citizens. 


OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE. 
This office is singularly defective in public 


documents, owing, without doubt, to its peripa- | 


tetic character, previous to 1835. I do not 
imagine that there is much of historical value 
in the office that is not contained in our pub- 
lished Laws and Journals. 
It has 


is, there is no obvious way of reaching it. 
not been considered the duty of the Secretary of 


State to know anything about it. If the con- 
tents of the Secretary’s office could be properly 
catalogued and printed, it would save many 
fruitless inquiries and searches for what is ex- 
pected to be found in such a place, and gene- 
rally is not there. 


COLLECTIONS OF THE VERMONT HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY. 


As the first volume of the Collections of this 
Society will in some measure supply the defi- 
ciency of State Papers, the Society ought to be 
able to rely on the Beate for a liberal subscription 
for the volume. 

In 1821, the State appropriated $300 to- 
ward the publication of Slade’s State Papers, 
and received fifty copies. This is the only sum, 
of any amount, Sones ever paid for printing 
its early history ; a purpose that all other civilized 
communities have delighted to pursue until the 
data were exhausted. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES REED, 
Librarian. 
Montpelier, Oct. 16, 1866. 


Albert D. Hager, Esq., presented on behalf of 


on our shelves, might | 


e@ a winter’s fire, and within | 


But whatever there | 
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Mr. A. F. Styles, of Burlington, his series of two 
hundred photographic views of Vermont scenery, 
which were gratefully received; and Mr. Styles, 
on motion, was made a life member of the Society. 

On motion by the Rev. William H. Lord, it 
was resolved that the Librarian procure a sub- 


at least five hundred photographs, and take early 
measures to insert therein the photograph por- 
traits and aa of members of the His- 
torical Society and distinguished Vermonters. 

On motion by Hon. Hiland Hall, the Hon. J. 
Hammond Trumbull, of Hartford, was elected 
an Honorary Member; and on motion by Rev. 
hite, Elisha Harrington, Esq., of 
Waterloo, C. E., was chosen a Corresponding 
Member. 

The following gentlemen were elected Resi- 
dent Members of the Society: Chauncey K. Wil- 
liams, Rutland; William B. Denison, Iras. 
burgh; Gen. W. W. Grout, Barton; Rev. Aldace 
Wall er, Wallingford; Samuel H. Stevens, 


| Enosburgh ; Dana R. Bailey, St. Albans; M. Car- 
| ter Hall, Bennington; Dr. Volney Ross, Bran- 


don; Samuel W. Tryon, Westhaven; Dr. Wil- 
liam McCollom, Woodstock; Albert Clarke, 
Rochester ; Rev. S. B. ey Royalton; Dr. 
E. H. Pettengill, Saxton’s River; Edwin K. 
Jones and Jasper H. Orcutt, Northfield. 

Col. H. D. Hopkins, Treasurer, made a report, 
from which it appeared that the cash assets of 
the Society amounted to $653.18. 

The Society took a recess, to meet at 7 o’clock 
P.M., at the Representatives’ Hall, at which time 
the Society met, and after prayer by the Rev. J. 
G. Hale, of Poultney, the President announced 
that an effort had been made to secure an eulogy 
upon the late Senator Collamer, which was un- 
availing through the illness of the Hon. James 
Barrett, of Woodstock, who had been invited to 
prepare and deliver the same. 

The annual address was then delivered by the 
Rev. J. E. Rankin, of Charlestown, Mass. ‘The 
subject of his discourse was “The Sources of New 
“England Civilization’ which was a very 
scholarlike and elegant production, and well 
delivered and well received by the large audience 
in attendance. 

Mr. Rankin began by saying that a national- 
ity is a growth, as much as an oak or pine; a 
growth, not merely from its germ, but from the 
soil, the air, the sunshine, the tempests. The 
Orinoco, emptying itself into the Atlantic, con- 
vinced Columbus that he approached a continent, 
for only a continent could be the source of such 
ariver. What are the sources of New England 
Civilization? This was the topic selected for the 
hour. 

I. New England History. Some men despise 
all historical studies. But history does more to 
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shape a Nation’s character and fix its tendencies 
than the most a men of any generation. 
Vinet says, “Eminent men do one work, their 
“memory another, and often the more .durable 
“and best.” Columbus lives in his deed. The 
Pilgrims not in their deed alone, but in their 
memory. He discovered a continent, they deter- 
mined its institutions. And so of the events of 
the Revolution. Can a man walk among the 
ruins of Ticonderoga without recalling the stal- 
wart figure of him who once stood at its gate ?— 
Thus our Warrens and Allens reappear in our 
Winthrops and our Sfannards. 

II. The second source of New England Civili- 
zation mentioned was New England’s climate 
and soil. We talk about subduing Nature. Na- 
ture subdues us. The noblest part of the victory 
is the development of certain qualities in the 
victor. The speaker dwelt at length upon the 
insensible influence of scenery, and the sacrifice | 
made by him who leaves New England. 

IlI. The third source of New England Civili- | 
zation are New England institutions. Men make | 
institutions, but institutions make men as well, 
The family is the first type of civil government, | 
the first school of the future citizen. The speaker 


alluded to the fact that the children of foreign- | 
born citizens know not the meaning of New Eng- | 
land homes; are not taught under the moral influ- | 
ence of law; have bad examples set them by 


their parents. What a power in developing the 
boy, Daniel Webster, was his New England home. 
The public school of New England is almost as 
culiar as the family. And here is the hope of | 
ew England respecting the children of foreign- | 
ers. But they must be brought to understand 
the meaning and sacredness of law, not as a | 
physical restraint, but as an invisible _— and | 
influence. Not cast out Beelzebub by Beelzebub. | 
The Church, too, with its sacred day and ordi- | 
nances, gives stability and serenity to New Eng- 
land. France tried a republic without a Bible 
and a Sabbath, and failed. A recognition of God’s | 
presence is essential to a recognition of human | 
equality. Garrison and Phillips derived their hu- | 
manity from the Bible. Christianity deserves | 
credit for the Christian characteristics and acts | 
of even infidels. Next, the State was mentioned | 
as the only remaining institution—Here comes | 
in the mighty agency of the press, catching and | 
reflecting the laws and life of the people; record- | 
ing crimes and penalties ; discussing public meas- | 
ures and public men. 

The speaker closed by showing the importance 
of preserving the New England Civilization for | 
New England and for the country. 

This was followed by a memoir of Gov. Jonas 
Galusha by the Rev. Pliny H. White, President 
of the Society, which contained many facts of | 
great interest and value. 
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The Eulogy upon the life and character of the 
late Solomon Foot, U. 8. Senator, was pronounced 
by the Hon. Geo. F. Edmunds, of Burlington, to 
a very large and delighted audience. 


On motion by the Hon. Hiland Hall, ResoWwed, 
that the thanks of this Society are due and are 
ee tendered to the Rev. J. E. Rankin, 
Rev. Pliny H. White, and the Hon. George F. 
Edmunds, for their able, interesting and accept- 
able addresses on this occasion; and that they be 
requested to furnish — to the Recording 
Secretary, to be deposited in the archives of the 
Society. 

On motion by Henry Clark, Esq., Resolved, 
that the Rev. William H. Lord be invited to ad- 
dress the Society in the presence of the General 
Assembly, at such time during the present ses- 
sion as may suit his convenience. 

On introducing the resolution, Mr. Clark re- 
marked that as the Society had listened to a 
chaste address upon the sources whence spring 
the elements of New England character, and a 


| fine analysis of the life of one of Vermont’s most 


eminent chief magistrates, and as a fitting close, 
an appreciating and eloquent tribute to one of 
Vermont’s most distinguished sons and statesmen, 
he was desirous that the Rev. Mr. Lord would 
deliver before them his address upon Vermont. 


The Society then, on motion, took a recess to 
meet at the Library, on Wednesday morning, at 9 


| o’clock, when, on motion by George F. Houghton, 
| Esq., Benjamin H. Hall, Esq., of Troy, N. Y., 


was appointed Orator, and Edward J. Phelps, 
Esq., of Burlington, Substitute for the year en- 
suing. 

On motion, the Hon. James Barrett, of Wood- 
stock, was invited to prepare and deliver an Eulog 
on the Life and Character of the late Hon. Jue 
Collamer. 

On motion by A. D. Hager, Esq., Henry Clark,, 
Esq., was requested to prepare a paper on the 
General Assembly of Vermont, for the year 
1784, 


The following addition to the Constitution of 
the Society was prepared; and on motion, laid 
upon the table until the next special meeting of 
the Society: 

ArRTICLE.—Upon the payment by a member of 
the Society of twenty dollars, he shall be consti- 
tuted a life member thereof, and be exempt from 
the payment of annual dues. 

The Society, on motion, adjourned to meet 
again at the call of the President, during the 
session of the Legislature. 

This meeting of the Vermont Ilistorical Soci- 
ety was in all respects a gratifying success, and 
gave renewed assurance of increasing vitality 
and usefulness. 
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2.—AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY. 


The fifty-fourth annual wae of the Ameri- 
can Antiquarian Society was held at Antiquarian 
Hall, in Worcester, on Saturday, the 20th ult., 
at 11 A.M., Hon. Stephen Salisbury, the Presi- 
dent, in the chair. 

The report of the Council, made and read by 
Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, of Boston, was highly | 
interesting. He stated that the aim of the So- 
ciety has been the dissemination of antiquarian 
knowledge and the furnishing of means and ma- 
terial in aid of those persons who labor in the | 
same field with us. As the publications are ne- | 
cessary for spreading knowledge, so is the library | 
equally necessary for affording material for the 
workman, and the books and manuscripts which | 
are in the library yield this in a most eminent 
degree; for in works appertaining to the depart- | 
ment of archeology, no library in the country is | 
more rich in the early printed works relating to | 
our own history than that of the Society, and 
none is more frequently consulted by scholars | 
and antiquarians, either in person or by corre- | 
spondence with our intelligent and willing Li- | 
brarian, Mr. Samuel F. Haven, who is at present 
in Europe, for the double purpose of improving 
his impaired health and furthering the objects 
of this Society. During his absence, the library 
has been under the charge of Mr. Edmund M. 
Barton, the Assistant Librarian, who has faith- 
fully and acceptably discharged the responsible 


duties of his positicn. He reports a catalogue of | 
| that the opinions and feelings which had been 


the donors and of 132 books and 1,454 pamphlets, 


received from various sources during the past | 


six months. In expressing the thanks of the So- 
ciety to the generous public for their continued 
liberal supply to the library, the gift of an excel- 
lent copy of the admirable and spirited bust of | 
the late Jared Sparks, LL.D., by Powers, from | 





Mrs. Sparks, was especially mentioned. 

The report takes notice of the gift of George | 
Peabody, Esq., to the oldest and most honored | 
University of the Commonwealth, with high com- | 
mendation, the terms of which especially recog- 
nize the objects of this Society, and particularly | 
distinguish it by the appointment of the present | 
President as one of the Board of Trustees of the 
fund of One hundred and fifty thousand dollars, | 
ha for the foundation and maintenance of a | 

useum and Professorship of American Arche- | 
ology and Ethnology in connection with Harvard | 
University. The princely bounties and judicious 
endowments which Mr. Rasbedy has heretofore 
80 liberally distributed not only in Massachu- 
setts, but in other States and in foreign lands, | 
required only this appropriation to make his 
gifts the most various, the most judicious, and 

e most philanthropic ever emanating from an 
American citizen. 
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The report gave biographical notices of Dr. 
Abraham Rand Thompson, of Charlestown, and 
of Hon. Lewis Cass, members of the Society, 
who have died since the last meeting, both of 
them among the most venerable and most re- 
spected associates of the Society. 

Nathaniel Paine, Esq., Treasurer, read his re- 
port of the finances, which showed a satisfactory 
condition of the several funds. 

The report of the Council was then accepted, 
and referred to the Committee on Publication, to 
be printed. 

in Levi Lincoln could not forbear to express 
his fervent congratulations to his associates that 
so great a thing had been done for the benefit of 
historical learning, and that an added claim to 
the gratitude of his country had come from Mr. 
Peabody. ‘This foundation was in precise ac- 
cordance with the views of the founder of this 
Society; and it is also in unison with our opinions 
and wishes, that Harvard College should be a co- 
adjutor with us in the same field. 

Rey. Dr. Ellis, of Charlestown, remarked that 
it was providential that such agencies came at 
the proper time in the series of years. Our an- 
cestors could not form Antiquarian Societies; 
they formed the material. At no previous time 
could such an agency be organized. He illus- 
trated the imperfection and crudeness of the 
earlier attempts at antiquarian learning. He 
said the notice of this donation of Mr. Peabody, 


| in the report of the Council, was a. as 


the duty of those officers required, but he hoped 


manifested by the members present would be ex- 
pressed by the adoption of formal resolutions. 


Hon. Mr. Lincoln then offered: the following 


| resolutions : 


“ Resolved, That the members of the American 
“ Antiquarian Society most gratefully recognize 
“the wise direction of the munificence of their 
“honored countryman, George Peabody, Esq., in 
« providing so generously for the foundation and 
“support of a Museum and: Professorship in the 
“interest of Archeological and Ethnological 
“ science, in connection with Harvard University. 

“ Resolved, That we proffer our especial thanks 
“to Mr. Peabody, for the confidence and kindness 


| “manifested by him toward this Society, in ap- 


“ pointing the Hon. Stephen Salisbury one of the 
“Trustees of this fund, and in designating as his 
“successor the future President of this Society. 

“ Resolved, That the President is requested to 
“communicate a copy of these resolutions to Mr. 
“ Peabody.” 


Hon. Richard Frothingham, of Charlestown, 
seconded the resolutions, and expressed his great 
| satisfaction with Mr. Peabody’s benefaction, and 
| alluded to instances of the awakening and slow 
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wth of the interest in antiquarian matters on 
this continent. 

Rev. Dr. Sweetser, of Worcester, also expressed 
his high approval of Mr. Peabody’s institution. 

The President remarked that in contemplating | 
the wise liberality of Mr. Peabody in its relation 
to ourselves, it was a pleasant consideration that | 
this honorable recognition of the fidelity of this 
Society to its objects, and this systematic and 

rmanent co-operation in our chosen field, has 
originated with a lover of all good works, who 
had not been drawn to our fraternity by ties of | 
membership. As our strict By-laws forbid the 
election of a member without propounding and 
recommendation by the Council, we can only ex- 
press our feeling at this time by the empty wish, 
Cum talis sis, utinam noster esses. 

The resolutions were then adopted by a unani- 
mous vote. 

The President congratulated the Society on the 
presence of their brother, Mr. Charles Deane, 
who, two days after his return from Europe, has 
come to report in ae to the attention which 
he, and Mr. Samuel F. Haven,and Rev. Dr. An- 
drew P. Peabody, have given to the interests of 
the Society in Europe, as they had kindly under- 
taken, and especially as Delegates to the pro- 
posed Congress of Antiquaries, at Antwerp, in 
August last. As the return of Mr. Deane was 
not known to the President until the opening of 
this meeting, he had py sea from interesting 
correspondence with the gentlemen of the dele- 
gation, some slight notice of their faithfulness to 
the Society, which he would offer in advance of 
any personal statement of Mr. Deane. The op- 
portunity of attending that Congress was lost by 
its postponement for one year, on account of the 





political condition of Europe and the danger of 
the cholera. This strange adjournment, a few | 
days before the proposed meeting of the Congress, 
naturally excited the astonishment and chagrin 
of our brethren, who had traveled three thousand | 
miles to fulfill the wishes of the Society. Mr. | 
Haven wrote that he examined in ~— a frag- 
ment of the record of the Council of the London 
Company, from May, 1622 to June, 1623, which, 
though it had been consulted by some of our his- 
torians, had never been printed. Mr. Haven pro- 
posed to procure a copy of this, to be published in 
. our Transactions, as a companion to the fragment of 
the record of the London Company, from 1628 to 
1629, which, with a sketch of the origin of the 
Company and biographical notices of its mem- 
bers, from the pen of Mr. Haven, is a part of the 
third volume of our Transactions, and one of the 
most acceptable contributions to the early history 
of the settlement of our country. Mr. Haven 
mentioned that he obtained the opportunity of 
ry for this Society a copy: of Thomason’s 
ibrary, se-called—a catalogue of every docu- 
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ment, trivial or weighty, printed in England 
from December, 1640, to May, 1661, containing 
thirty-two thousand titles of articles in the Brit- 
ish Museum—a most valuable historical deposi- 
toty. Mr. Haven’s last date was at Lausanne, 
where his health seems to be improved by the 
good influences of that lovely spot, which has the 
highest interest for him and for us, as it was in 
this neighborhood that the remains of the La- 
custine habitations and other aboriginal relics 
were discovered ; and there are large collections 
of these objects in public and private museums, 
and scholars —— engaged in the study of their 
character, accessible to Mr. Haven, for compari- 
son with aboriginal remains in our country and 
in other parts of the earth, which has been a 
special — of Mr. Haven. It will be remem- 
bered that Mr. Deane was requested by our So- 
ciety to direct his attention to the obscure subject 
of Cabot’s voyages, in regard to which he com- 
municated to the Society some important facts 
and inferences, at our meeting in October last. 
Mr. Deane’s letter, which is full of interest, men- 
tions his successful search for Sebastian Cabot’s 
Map-Monde, concerning which we hope he will 
now more fully speak to us. He also writes that 
he visited the almost inaccessible library at Ful- 
ham; and was able to verify passages of the copy 
of Bradford’s History heretofore obtained by 
himself. It is stated that Rev. Dr. Peabody has 
been very active in his researches, but no account 
of his results has been received. It is understood 
that he is now on his way to visit Egypt and 
Greece. 

Mr. Deane then said, though the delegation 
were disappointed in not attending the Congress 


| of Antiquaries, their time had not passed without 


profit for historical objects. He had the satisfae- 
tion of seeing the original Map-Monde of Cabot, 


| of date 1544, in the Imperial Library in Paris, 
| from which M. Jomard published a copy in his 


Monuments of Geography. It had been stated 
in this country, that M. Jomard, who died about 
three years since, had published only three parts 
of this Map; and that the part relating to America 
had not appeared. But all the four parts were 
published ; and Mr. Deane procured a copy of the 
Map for the Society.* On the sides of the original 


4 |* The “‘ Mapre-Monpg” of Sebastian Cabot referred te by Mr. 
Deane is no new discovery to the antiquarians of New York 
who are long familiar with the publication of M. Jomard, an 

the fact that the Ist part (most important to Americans) was 
not issued with the 2d, 3d, and 4th, which appeared in the 
**7me livraison,” but accompanied the map of Gerard Mercator 


in the ‘‘ 8me livraison.” We know of one copy at least in this 
vicinity, including the Jatter, and probably the sets in other 
collections here have been completed since we had occasion to 
refer to the subject several months ago. This map is of the 
highest importance. The bookseller’s circular states that it 
bears the date of 1544, and that the original contains numerous 
and extended inscriptions or marginal notes, which have not 
been reproduced in the fac-similes as published, but are promised 
in the volume of “ texte explicatif,” by M. D’Avezac, to whom 
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Map is a large amount of text, in Spanish and 
Latin, being an account of early voyages of dis- 
covery. M. Jomard intended to have published 
this also, in a volume of “Text Explicatif;” but 
he died in the midst of his labors. He spoke in 
a very interesting manner of examinations of the 
British Museum, the Bodleian Library, the Impe- 
rial Library of France, and the English Record 
offices; and acknowledged the courtesy and facili- 
ties which were now extended to those who wished 
to examine these treasures. 

Rey. Dr. Alonzo Hill, of Worcester, said his 
attention had been drawn, by the report of the 
Council, to the importance of the preservation by 
this Society of journals, letters, and other papers, 
relating to the late war. He thought the Societ 
ought to take measures to obtain for deposit | 
here, journals and other memorials of the field 
and the hospital, which, though fondly cherished | 
at first by personal affection, are liable to fall | 
into neglect and be lost in private hands. Dr. | 
Hill then offered the following resolution: 

“ Whereas, A large amount of valuable mate- | 
“rial for history remains in the hands of families 
“and friends of deceased and living soldiers, and 
“is in danger of being irrecoverably lost, therefore 

“ Resolved, That the Librarian be directed to | 
“solicit the presentation of the originals, or copies, 
“of such letters, journals, and written documents, 
“from the army engaged in the late civil war | 
“and from the hospitals, as friends may be will- 
“ing to furnish. It is understood that applica- 
“tion shall be made for these precious documents, | 
“ as early and as extensively as possible.” 

Hon. Ira M. Barton, of Worcester, advocated 
the adoption of these resolutions. He thought 
that as time went on, the friends of the soldier 
would give these papers to the Society as toa 
more secure depository ; and that their value may 
be increased by being placed with similar treas- 
ures. 
value of these treasures; and particularly men- 
tioned the best account of Ball’s Bluff, which he 
had received from one of our very intelligent 
ee soldiers. The resolutions were adopted 

y &@ unanimous vote. 

The officers of the last year were re-elected by 

unanimous votes; and the Society adjourned. 


the completion of the whole work has been intrusted since the 
death of M. Jomard. 

When Buckingham Smith was in Paris, several years ago, he 
made a copy of the marginal inscription or note relating to the 
American coast, and it was at his instigation that, before it | 
was known here that the work would be completed, arrange- 
ments were begun to secure a fac-simile of the then wanting 
first part for the New York Historical Society. 

We suppose it is a ‘‘brilliant discovery” to find out any 
thing that is not known in Boston, and we must put in a prior 
claim in this instance. as somebody else did, in reference to the 
long lost MS. of Bradford's History, which was discovered in | 
Boston tea years after it had been exploited by Dr. Anderson, 


Maa. 


| Henry 


| I., Charles I., and Cromwell. 


He spoke of his own knowledge of the | 


| 
in his well-known History of the Colonial Church.—Ep. Hist. | 
| 
' 


3.—Boston Numismatic Society. 


Boston, Mass., Thursday, October 4.—The 
regular monthly meeting of this Society was 
held this afternoon. 

Mr. Appleton, having returned from Europe, 
resumed the duties of Secretary. The records of 
the last meeting were read, and several donations 
were announced, 

The Secretary proposed as an Honorary Mem- 
ber, Dr. Clay, President of the Manchester (Eng.) 
Numismatic Society ; and under a suspension of 
the sixth By-law, he was immediately elected. 

The President announced that copies of the 
address delivered in January, 1865, by Dr. Lewis, 
on resigning the Presidency, having been reprint- 


Y ed from the American Journal of Numismatics, 


were ready for distribution to members. 

The President exhibited a heavy gold medal, 
a fine specimen of South-American work. It 
was struck to commemorate the Congress of the 
South-American Republics, held at Lima, in 


| October, 1864. The names of the principal dep- 


uties are on the medal. The Secretary exhibited 
a collection of about thirty pieces of the English 

old series, extending from Edward III. to 
eal I. They were all in beautiful condition, 
and included nobles of Edward III., Richard II, 
Henry IV., and Edward IV., angels of Edward IV., 
VII., and Henry VIII., and sovereigns of 
Henry VIII., Edward VI., Mary, Elizabeth, James 
The rarest coin is 
the Oxford three-pound piece of Charles I. 

He also showed three American rarities, bought 
in London; the first is a “ wreath ” cent of 1793, 
in perfectly brilliant condition ; another is an im- 
pression in silver of the medal known as the 
“Voltaire” Washington, with the head of 


| Jeremy Bentham ; and the Jast and most precious 
| is a bronze medal of Washington, with an old 


and ugly head, but an exquisite reverse. Ina 
wreath of olive and oak, is an extended figure of 
Fame blowing a trumpet; and beneath her are 
the words “Emancipator of America.” The 
medal is of size 28. The Secretary stated that 
he knew of only one duplicate of the silver 
medal, viz.: that in the Imperial Museum at 
Vienna; and the bronze is believed to be entirely 
unknown to collectors. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Ellis for the 
manner in which he had discharged the duties of 
Acting Secretary, during the past year. 

The Society passed some time in animated and 
interesting discussion, and adjourned at 5!¢ P. M. 


4.—NEwW-ENGLAND Historic-GENEALOGICAL 
Socrery. 


Boston, Mass., October 3d.—A quarterly meet- 
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ing was held this afternoon, the President, Hon. 
John A. Andrew, LL.D., in the chair. 

Edward S. Rand, Jr., the Secretary of the 
Directors, announced that the Board had chosen, 
as Publishing Committee for the ensuing year, 
John Ward Dean, Wm. B. Trask, Rev. H. M. 
Dexter, D.D., Wm. H. Whitmore, Wm. 8. Apple- 
ton, Rev. Elias Nason and Wm. B. Towne. 

John H. Sheppard, the Librarian, reported 
that since the last meeting there have been dona- | 
ted to the Society, 44 bound volumes and 79 pam- 
phlets, 5 large bundles of manuscript, bequeathed 
to the Society by the late Miss Charlotte Ewer, 
deceased, and other papers. 

Rev. Calvin E. Stowe, D.D., of Hartford, Vice 
President of the Society for Connecticut, then 
read an elaborate article on the British Aristoc- 
racy, presenting the history of this branch of 
the English Government in a point of view novel 
and ore interesting. It was the result of per- 
sonal observations in his visits to England, in | 
1836 and 1853. The nobility of Great Britain, 
their grades, appearance, Parliament, and mode | 
of perpetuating their order, were presented to | 
the audience in the usual lucid style of Profes- | 
sor Stowe. 

He said that the British Aristocracy was 
one of the most remarkable institutions of the | 
age. It has outlived all the circumstances which 


gave it birth. It is an incongruity in all its | 


relations to modern society. It is essentiall 


onerous and oppressive. Yet while the heredi- | 
tary aristocracies of all the other parts of Europe, 
except Russia, have faded and become powerless, 
this alone stands, fresh, strong, and vigorous, with | 
no symptom of immediate decay, mighty in wealth, 
in talent, in — efficiency, and even in the 
affections and pride of the people. 

The causes of this are: First. The right of 
ee and the law of entail. No power 
ike the power of land. Second. Constant acces- 
sions from the Commons, receiving from them, 
every generation, some of the most vigorous and 
energetic men, and giving every ambitious man 
the hope that he may himself, some day, become | 
anobleman. Of about four hundred and fifty or 
five hundred members of the House of Peers in 
1853, more than half—two hundred and sixty— 
had received their present titles since 1770. ‘Es- 
pecially by marrying strong, finely developed 
women from the untitled ranks. The preserva- 
tion of the purity of the blood has been the ruin 
of the other European nobilities. Third. The 
wisdom of always yielding, and making a merit 
of it, where they must. Not more than one-half 
the titled nobility of Great Britain have seats in 
the House of Lords. To be entitled to a seat by 
hereditary right, one must be a Peer of England, 
or a Peer of the United Kingdom of England and | 
Scotland, established in the reign of Queen Anne. 
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All grades of titles, except Dukes, are in the 
House of Commons, by election. 

Seldom more than fifty Lords, of the four hun- 
dred and fifty or five hundred, are present at the 
legislative sessions, no stated number being neces- 
sary for a quorum; and in the law sessions, often 
not more than two besides the law Lords. In 1853, 
there was one Prince of the Blood, or Royal Duke, 
(in 1836 there were four,) and the House was com- 
posed of Dukes, twenty; Marquises, twenty-three ; 
Earls, one hundred and ee Viscounts, 
twenty-eight; Barons, two hundred and eighteen; 
representative Irish Peers, (chosen for life,) twenty- 
eight; representative Scotch Peers, (chosen from 
Parliament to Parliament,) sixteen, and Bishops 
thirty; English Bishops ranking as Barons, 
twenty-four—the Bishop of most recent appoint- 
ment, the Bishop of Sodor and Man, not having a 
seat—Irish Bishops, who sit by rotation, four. 
The Sovereign can make a nobleman of any rank, 
at any time, but can never unmake one. The no- 
blemen have no connection, necessarily, with the 
places from which they receive their titles; but 
the bishops all have this connection, except the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who has no special 
connection with Canterbury. 


Professor Stowe mentioned, incidentally, the 
origin of the wool-sack. It is represented as 


| having originated in very early times—when 


the great business of life was in keeping herds and 
flocks—in producing the simple necessities of 
life, and manufacturing, in the primitive way, 
the fleeces of their flocks, which were their prin- 
cipal material at that time, for that purpose, into 
clothing. When any dispute arose, the Judge or 
Justice in the case mounted a wool-sack. Hence 
the introduction of it into the dignity of the leg- 
islative or parliamentary proceedings of Great 
Britain. Professor Stowe said it looked like a 
large feather-bed. The Lord Chancellor is said 
to have taken his seat upon the wool-sack. He 
never saw him on it, but sitting beside it. He 
did not know that the Chancellor did not climb 
upon it occasionally, but he should think he 
would be very liable to tumble off. 


The wool-sack has for ages been termed the 
seat of the Lord Chancellor, in the House of 
Lords. It is a large square bag of wool, without 
back or arms, covered with red cloth. He also 
described the mace. It is a large rod of brass, 
and must always be present, or their meetings are 
not legal. It was this which drew from Crom- 
well, when he entered the Parliament house, 
just before dispersing its members, the exclama- 
tion, “ What means this bauble? take it away,” 
after which he locked up the House, and put the 
keys in his pocket. 


The paper of Professor Stowe was full of mi- 
nute and interesting facts, which are not patent 
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here. The thanks of the Society were presented 
to him, and a copy requested for publication. 
Gen. A. B. Underwood read the report of the 
Committee cepenne last spring, to ascertain if 
ssible the date of the Sudbury Fight, in April, 
676, concerning which there has been a remark- 
able discrepancy among the various authorities. 
The committee presented much new evidence on 
the subject, and arrived at the conclusion that 
the true date was April 2lst. The report will 
appear in the October number éf the Historical 
and Genealogical Register. 


5.—Nerw Yor«k Hisroricau Socrery. 


The first meeting of the season was held at 
the Society’s Hall, on Tuesday evening, October 
2, 1866 ; the President, Frederic de Peyster, Esq., 
in the chair. 

Before the reading of the Minutes of the meet- 
ings in June, the President submitted some 
general introductory remarks, and closed with a 
report of the receipt of two letters, one from the 
Provincial Secretary of Canada, transmitting 
some books for the Library; the other from the 
Trustees of the Church of The Messiah, inviting 
the members of the Society to assist at the laying 
of the corner-stone of the new Meeting-house, now 
in course of construction for that Church. 

The Minutes of the Society’s last meeting were 
then read and approved; and the Recording 
Secretary submitted a letter received by him. 

The Cibeorion reported donations, since the 
last meeting, from Robert Pell, R. D. Mussey, 
Hon. E. D. Morgan, Andrew H. Green, American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers College, 
N. J., Richard M. Hunt, Ticknor & Fields, The 
Library Co. of Phila., George Gibbs, Hon. J. 
Winthrop Chandler, Frederic A. P. Barnard, D.D., | 
Francis A. Wood, American ‘Freedman’s and | 
Union Commission, Mass. Historical Society, 
New England Historic-Genealogical Society, 
D. Appleton & Co., American Philosophical | 
Society, Charles P. Kirkland, LL.D., Iowa State | 
Historical Society, Essex Institute, American 
Numismatic Society, Prof. S. F. B. Morse, Wil- 
liam C. Fowler, C. C. Savage, Philadelphia Board 
of Health, Hiram P. Crozier, P. L. Rogers, M.D., 
Francis H. Brown, American Bible Society, 
American Home Missionary Society, A. Penfield, 
W. G. Lane, Hon. Richard C. McCormick, Rey. | 
Edwin M. Stone, President de Peyster, Cooper | 
Union, Capt. E. C. Boynton, U. S. i Miss L. G. 
Sandford, Jas. L. Butler, Gen. William Irvine, | 
Thos. A. Holt, Astor Library, Henry T. Drowne, 
William Alexander, F. H. Norton, N. Sands, S. 
Hastings Grant, John Shrady, Henry C. Carter, 
Hon. C. A. Peabody, the Provincial Secretary of 
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Canada, Nathaniel Paine, C. I. Bushnell, Hon. 
William A. Darling, Rev. Geo. R. Howell, Hon, 
Wm. A. Graham, Boston Mercantile Library 
Association, Henry Onderdonk, Jr., State of 
New York, State of Massachusetts, Literary and 
Historical Society of Quebec, A. D. F. Randolph, 
Buckingham Smith, E. H. Jenny, J. H. Barnes, 
R. A. Lewis, C. F. Blodget, and Col. Andrew 
Warner. 

Mr. Augustus Schell, from the Executive 
Committee, reported on the nominations of James 
Augustus Hamilton, Hubbard W. Mitchell, John 
A. ‘Hadden, Humphrey P. Thompson, Lewis L, 
Squire, and George C. Barrett, all of whom were 
declared duly elected to Resident Membership of 
the Society. 

Seven gentlemen were proposed for Resident 
Membership; and their applications were re. 
ferred, under the Rule. 

Marshall §S. Bidwell, Esq., in behalf of Mr. 
John B. Hall, presented to the Society, a portrait 
of the late William L. Stone, by E. D. Mar- 
chant. 

The presentation was accompanied with a care- 
fully prepared Sketch of the Life and Character 
of Colonel Stone; and, on motion of Hon. E. C. 
Benedict, the portrait was accepted, and the 
thanks of the Society returned to the donor. 

The paper of the evening, on “ George Bruce, 
“and his Connection with Printing,’ was read by 
Mr. Charles C. Savage, President of the New 
York Typographical Society. 

It was not such a work as such a subject and 
such a Society should have commanded ; and we 
heard it with little satisfaction and have since 
read it with no more. It was, truly, on “George 
“ Bruce,” but it was not on George Bruce’s “ con- 
“nection with Printing’ as much as on his con- 
nection with Printers—a distinction with a dif- 
ference. Nor was it on George Bruce, except as 
a shrewd tradesman and a rigid employer—as 
one who was faithfully sitting at his bench or 


| jealously leaning over his check-book. 


It was our good fortune, many years ago, to 
become intimately acquainted with this well- 
known Mechanic ; and it was also our privilege 
to enjoy his respect and intimacy from that day 
until the close of his honorable career. We 


| knew him in the Mechanics’ Institute, when he 


was associated with Robert Smith and James 
Bogardus, William Browning and Thomas Ew- 


| bank, James R. Chilton and James J. Mapes, 


Joseph E. Coffee and others, well known among 
the operative and employing Mechanics of ante 
; 


| five years ago, in promoting the public goo 


and we have seen him as he took his daily walk 
to his office, or received with characteristic kind- 
ness, at that office, those who occasionally called 
on him for other purposes than buying type or 
seeking a job. If Mr. Savage ever enjoyed tho 
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like opportunities for knowing the man of whom 
he spoke, he made poor use of them; if he had 
not enjoyed them, he was not “the right man in 
«the right place,” in attempting to pronounce an 
eulogy on George Bruce. 

Nor was he any more successful in his attempt 
to speak of Mr. Bruce’s “ connection with Print- 
“ing.” His anecdotes concerning Mr. Bruce’s 
dealings with his customers or his journeymen 
were well; but they afforded a sorry fulfillment 
of the promised story of Mr. Bruce’s connection 
with the Fanshaw, the Chandler, the Hopkins, 
the Tiebout, the Harper, and other offices, and with 
their multitudinous productions; with the high 
grade of taste in the typographic art which has 

radually arisen in our midst; and with the per- 
ction of workmanship which has been demanded 
by that taste, since he became a Master-workman. 

Rev. Doctor Osgood moved the usual Resolu- 
tion of Thanks to the reader; and the Society 
adopted it. 

The President announced the recent decease of 
Rev. Dr. Hawks, and asked that the subject be 
referred to the Executive Committee to prepare 
and report suitable resolutions, at the next meet- 
ing. It was referred as suggested by him. 

‘the Recording Secretary read minutes of the 


death of Walter Underhill and Frederic M. 
Winston, members of the Society, who have re- 
cently deceased—a new feature in the meetings 


of this Society, which we hope to see repeated 
whenever its members shall be taken by Death. 
The Society then adjourned ; and the usual re- 
freshments were subsequently enjoyed by the 
members and their friends, in the basement. 


6.—Tae Lone-Istanp HistortcaL Socrery. 


The Regular Meeting of the Society was held 
on Thursday evening, October 4th, at eight 
o'clock, Hon. John Greenwood, Vice President, 
in the chair. 

After the reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting, Rev. R. 8S. Storrs, Jr., D.D., Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee, reported that, 
since the last meeting of the Society, various im- 
provements had been made in the rooms; the 


entire suite had been thoroughly cleaned ; many | 
laced in the Reading | 


additional periodicals 
Rooms; the Natural History Collections re- 
arranged in a more commodious apartment ; and 
that their comfortable, home-like rooms, by 
these changes, had been made more attractive 
than ever. 

The new room, opened last June, designed 
especiall 
pletely furnished—the cost of the furnishing, 
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including the frames for the beautiful engravings 


om by Mr. Beecher, having been defrayed 
y Mr. Milan Hulbert, a member of the Society. 

The first volume of the Publications of the 
Society is now passing through the press, and 
will ready in a short time. This will be 
the Journal of two intelligent travelers who 
visited this country in 1679-80; who traversed it 
from the Potomac to Boston; and who described 
minutely, day by day, in their Diary, the appear- 
ance of the country and the manners of the peo- 
ple. The jon was secured by Hon. Henry 
C. Murphy, while he was residing at the Hague, 
as Minister of the United States; and it has been 
translated and annotated by him with great care. 
Mr. Murphy has also prepared a Preface, and 
added many explanatory notes to the Journal. 

The Volume will also contain a number of En- 
gravings, from original drawings made by the 
travelers at the time. It will form a volume of 
four hundred or more pages, and will be printed 
by Mr. Munsell, of Albany, from new type, on 
heavy ‘paper, in the most elegant style. The 
Chairman exhibited specimen sheets, and in- 
formed the meeting that subscription lists were 
open for the signatures of those members who 
desired to secure copies, at three dollars each. 
The book woultl not be on sale at the bookstores, 
as nearly the whole edition would probably be 
taken by the members, the Society reserving a 
certain number of copies for its exchanges. 

The Chairman also announced that the Socie- 


| ty’s roll now numbered eight hundred and fift 


members, about two hundred of whom were Life 
Members, from whom no further payment would 
be due. 

To meet the ordinary running expenses of the 
Society and enable it to make proper annual ap- 
propriations for the purchase of books, he said, 
its active list should be increased to a thousand 
members. He therefore urged that an effort 
should be made by members to increase their 
total membership to that number. 

On the first of November, Rev. O. B. Frorn- 
INGHAM, Of New York, would read a paper before 
the Society ; and several other gentlemen of ac- 
knowledged ability had engaged to follow, in 
due course, with historical or literary papers. 

The attention of Ladies was called to the fact 
that a separate entrance to the rooms had been 
provided for their use. 

The Chairman also reported that the rooms 
were now open from half-past eightin the morn- 
ing until half-past nine in the evening; and 
members and their families were invited to avail 
themselves of the opportunities for study and 
intellectual culture which the institution now 
afforded. 

Mr. George Hannah, the Librarian, presented 
the following report: 
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“ Since the last report there have been received | 
“five hundred and two volumes and twelve hun- | 


“dred and seventy-two pamphlets, all of which 
“were presented, with the exception of forty-five 
“volumes obtained by purchase or exchange. 
“The following are the names of the donors: 
“American Antiquarian Society, Anonymous, 
“Hon. Teunis G. Bergen, D. M. Berry, Harring- 
“ton Bowers, U. 8. A., J. Carson Brevoort, Rev. 
“Caleb Davis Bradlee, of Boston, H. W. Bryant, 
“ Portland, E. B. O’Callaghan, Albany, Frederic 


“H. Colton, M.D., H. P. Crozier, Abijah Cum- | 


“mings, Frederic de Peyster, of New York, Wm. 
“ Ewing, of New York, the late Samuel A. Green, 


“M.D., of Boston, Augustus Griffin, of Orient, | 


“L. 1, Wm. A. Halleck, John Harold, of Hemp- 
“stead, Julian Hooper, Jos. J. Howard, LL.D., 
“of England, Rev. Geo. R. Howell, Wm. Hunter, 
“Washington City, Robt. E. Johnston, Wm. P. 
“Libby, George 8 

“ Parsons Lunt, of Boston, Rev. Lea Luquer, E. 
“H. R. Lyman, Rev. John Marsh, O.S. Marshall, 
“ Buffalo, Charles R. Marvin, Massachusetts 
“ Historical Society, Mercantile Library Associa- 
“tion, New York, Mercantile Library Associa- 
“tion, Brooklyn, S. L. Mershon, New York 
“ Chamber of Commerce, the late Moses F. Odell, 
«“ H. Onderdonk, Jr., Gorham Parks, Jr., Jos. M. 
“ Partridge, Edward McPherson, Nicholas Pike, 


“Joseph Sabin, E. Shippen, Philadelphia, Rev. | 


“R. 8. Storrs, Jr., D.D., John K. Wiggin, Bos- 
“ton, F, Augustus Wood, of New York, and the 


“Young Men’s Christian Association, Brooklyn. | 


“ We have also received from Mr. Charles P. 
“@Gulick a volume, full-bound in morocco, contain- 
“ing specimens of all the varieties ot Fractivnal 
“Currency issued by the Federal Government, 
“since the outbreak of the Southern Secession 
“movement. 

“We have received from Messrs. George Hay- 
“ward, John A. Walsh, Samuel E. Johnson, and 


“Hon. Teunis G. Bergen, a number of important | 


“maps; from Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, eight- 
“een valuable engravings, after the frescoes of 
“ Raphael, (these have been framed and hung on 
“the walls of the Ladies’ Reading Room ;) from 
“Mr. John K. Wiggin, of Boston, three engraved 
“portraits; from Mr. Gabriel Harrison, a fine 
“portrait of Edgar A. Poe and a number of cu- 


“riosities; from Mrs. Gracie, of this city, an an- | 


“tique chair, and a curious old chest, containing 
“papers and documents relating mostly to the 
“ Middagh family; from Rev. A. P. Putnam, a 
“piece of granite broken by him from the top of 
“ Mount Sinai; from Captain Simon W. Cooper, 
“a porcelain brick from Nankin; from Dr. and 
“ Mrs. Macgowan and M. A. Dougherty, a num- 
“ber of Chinese curiosities; from Dr. John B. 
“King, several Indian curiosities, including a 
“curious Indian idol. 


Lincoln, J. 8. Loring, Wm. | 


MAGAZINE. (November, 


“We have also important files of papers from 
“Wm. P. Libby, Alden J. Spooner, and John W. 
“Hunter ; and curious single papers from Cyrus 
“ P. Smith, Rev. Lea Luquer, and J. J. Shedel.”’ 

Twenty-six gentlemen and one lady were then 
nominated for membership, after which the Chair 
introduced Mr. THomas W. Frevp, who read a 
“— on the “ Siege of Brooklyn in 1776.” 

r. Field, in opening, remarked that the series 
of papers of which this is the third, comprised a 
| review of all the incidents occurring in that 
memorable week immediately succeeding the 
| landing of the British forces on Long Island, on 
| the 22d of August, 1776. 

The dheoeidles of these interesting events, he 
said, were scattered not only through the entire 
mass of printed documents of the timnes, but were 
to be sought amid the manuscript letters and 
Diaries which have, for nearly a century, been 
stored in family chests and unfrequented garrets. 
Tradition also must be consulted, and many a 
weary tale must be listened to with the air of re- 
spect, while the judgment weighs and rejects 
its baseless narrative long before it is completed. 

Mr. Field said that he had long been desirous 
of arousing that appetite for local historical inci- 
dents in Brooklyn, which other cities have felt and 
sought eagerly to appease. Philadelphia, with 
her single battle of Germantown, and Boston, 
glorying in her Bunker’s Hill, have exhausted the 
whole storehouse of History as well as the dark 
| erypts of Tradition, to illustrate the memorable 
events which occurred in their respective neigh- 
borhoods; while a more momentous, desperate, 
and prolonged struggle, engaged in by vastly 
greater numbers of combatants, in our neighbor- 
hood, he said, has scarcely received the poor 
tribute of a pamphlet. 

The tall column on Bunker’s Hill commemo- 
rates an action where a few hundreds of Ameri- 
cans made a desperate and almost marvelous 
stand against the British army; but had the 
whole detachment been cut off and captured, the 
Siege of Boston would not have been interrupted. 
On the other hand, if Lord Howe had pr his 
fleet into the East River, on the twenty-ninth of 
August, or General William Howe assaulted the 
American lines in force, at that time, the cause 
of American liberty would have been annihilated. 

Chew’s House is considered monumental, as 
the evidence of a deadly struggle which turned 
victory into defeat; but the Cortelyou House, on 
Fifth Avenue and Third Street, in Brooklyn, he 
said, is a monument of the most splendid courage 
and heroic self-devotion, where two hundred and 
fifty brave Maryland youth laid down their 
lives for the liberty of New York—a State which 
has never had the generosity to acknowledge 
that devotion by the erection of a monument to 
| their memory. 





1866.) 


General Joseph Warren’s early death on the 
battle-field has aa commemorated in song and 
story; and a large volume has been written of 
his “ Life and Times,” by a gentleman well fitted 
for the grateful labor; but the grand self-sacri- 
fice of the noble and single-hearted WoopHULL 
has received only the meagre acknowledgment 
of a Memoir, in a thin volume, with similar Me- 
moirs of two or three other patriots, the whole 
grouped together, to make the book respectable in 
size. 

Imbued with a sense of the injustice of this 
neglect, the speaker has labored to correct and 
arrange the details, which would give color and 
form to the dry skeleton of facts which History 
has recorded. 


To show how disloyalty to American liberty, 


the cowardice of both officers and men, in some | 
of the regiments, the incompetency of more than | 


one general officer, and the ungovernable panic 
of most of the militia, had combined to bring the 
American army to the very verge of ruin, was 
the evident purpose of the speaker; but he also 
aimed to show the causes which aided the genius 
of Washington in changing overwhelining defeat 
and impending ruin to the most splendid victory, 
in his subsequent retreat, which History records. 

These causes the speaker traced to the caution 
of Lord Howe, which, he said, the disastrous re- 

ulse of Sir Peter Parker, before Fort Moultrie, 

ad deepened into something like timidity. The 


luxurious debauchery of ‘Deleon Howe, who car- 


ried the vices of Crawford’s®ambling house and 
the London brothels into his camp, he considered 
also, as one of the principal causes why seventeen 
thousand well armed and disciplined troops 
paused for three days before a few furrows of 
earth, lined by five or six thousand defeated, 
broken-spirited militia. 

Numerous interesting incidents had. been 
gleaned by the speaker from both common and 
obscure sources, to illustrate the manners and 
customs of the times, as well as the exigencies of 
the retreating army. 

This lecture covered the three days of the 
Siege of Brooklyn, and occupied an hour and a 
quarter in its delivery, although many pages 
were excised from it, and these, together with 
several interesting Maps and Charts, were ex- 
hibited during the reading of the paper. By 
means of these Maps and Charts, Mr. Field was 
enabled to trace before the audience the routes of 
the British columns, the positions of the different 
corps during the battle, and the sites of the va- 
rious redoubts, forts, and entrenchments which 
had been thrown up for the defense of the 
American camp. Mr. Field had also projected 
the streets of the modern city, on his maps; and 
the large and intelligent audience was enabled to 
understand more completely, the exact spots— 
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often within a stone’s throw of the door-steps of 
some who were present—where, in the days of 
the Giants, the struggle was made for American 
Independence. 

At the conclusion, Dr. Storrs moved a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Field for his interesting paper, and 
also referred briefly to the importance of the 
subject. 

He said that the Commissioners for the new 
Prospect Park, in Brooklyn, should be urged to 
mark, permanently, the places within its limits, 
where fortifications had been erécted and battles 
fought during the struggle of our forefathers for 
independence ; and he moved that Mr. Field be 
invited to finish the subject, by giving the Socie- 
ty, at its next Semi-monthly Meeting, an account 
of the Retreat of the American Army from Long 
Island, in 1776. 

This motion was adopted unanimously ; and it 
was announced that Mr. Field would read an ac- 
count of the “ Retreat,” on Thursday evening, the 
eighteenth of October, 1866. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

A. Cooke Hut, 
Rec. See’y. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


A Special Meeting of the Society was held on 
Thursday evening, the eighteenth of October, 
Hon. John Greenwood, Vice President, in the 
chair. 

Rey. R. S. Storrs, Jr., D.D., Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, reported that all the nom- 
inations made at the last meeting had been ap- 
proved by the Committee, and were recommended 
for election. 

The names were then read by the Secretary, as 
follows : 

Charles Ashby, Daniel D. Badger, James W. 
Beebe, Alvan W. Bell, M.D., Euclid Burns, 
Charles Butcher, Miss Eliza A. Caruth, Prof. 
David H. Cochran, Frederic H. Colton, M.D., D. 
V. Campbell, James Cruikshank, LL.D., James 
M. Halsey, Joseph B. Henshaw, Moses Lane, 
John A. Latimer, Albert W. Lavender, John B. 
Noyes, Prof. George W. Plimpton, Jackson 
Riley, James E. Ryan, O. T. Sutfield, F. T. Sher- 
man, Carr Thomas, Edward T. Wastell, George 
G. Wells, Jacob Wells, and Daniel Winchester. 

No ballot being demanded, the Chairman de- 
clared them all duly elected as Resident Mem- 
bers of the Society. 

Mr. Alden J. Spooner, after a few appropriate 
remarks, presented the following Resolutions, 
which were adopted by the meeting: 

“ Whereas, By fatal accident, on Monday, the 
“ fifteenth of October, 1866, the life of our estimable 
“and valued fellow-citizen, THEODORE DwieHt, 
“was brought to a sudden close, 
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“ Resolved, That this Society, which, in common 
“ with other Societies, has partaken of his earnest 
“influence and the rich gifts of his learning, 
“cannot but deplore the termination of a career 
“devoted to Religion, Humanity, and Science, 
“ and will enter this resolution upon its minutes. 

“ Resolwed, That we deeply sympathize with 
“his afflicted family, and that a copy of these 
“ Minutes be sent to them.” 

Nine persons were then nominated for Resi- 
dent, and one for Corresponding, Membership, 
after which Mr. Thomas W. Field read a paper 
on “The Retreat of the American Army from 
“ Long Island, in 1776.” 

The series of papers, of which this is the 
fourth and last, have been entitled “The Inva- 
“sion of Long Island by the British and Hes- 
“gsians in 1776” ; “the Battles and Skirmishes of 
“the 27th of August” ; “the Siege of Brooklyn” ; 
“and the Retreat of the American Army from 
“ Long Island.” 

They owe their inception to the influence of the 
young and energetic Society before which they 
were delivered, and the hearty acknowledgment 
of kindred labors by its members. 

The papers were intended by their author to 
be exhaustive of the subject; grouping all the 
incidents and personal narrations, which have 
been published in history, preserved in manu- 


script, or only linger in tradition. The last | 
ao narrates the closing scenes of the Siege | 
an 


the Retreat, and covers the few hours of the 
night of the 29th and the morning of the 30th of 
August, which were occupied in this important 
movement. ‘The localities where the various in- 
cidents occurred, have been sought for with as- 
siduity ; and in many casos established with satis- 
factory exactness. 
The faults of the military position were dis- 


cussed by the lecturer, and the reasons so often | 
advanced by historians for its selection and aban- | 
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| Mr. Field treats at large on the influence of the 
| debauchery of Howe, and the coolness existing 
| between him and General Robertson, as promi- 
nent causes in the culpable neglect, as he con- 
ceives it, of the British Commander-in-Chief to 
capture the entire American Army. 
he incidents so graphically narrated by Gray- 
| don, as occurring in Shee and Magaw’s batta- 
lions, guarding the entrenchments on the Walla. 
| bout during the night, evidencing the noblest 
courage, are contrasted with the adventures of a 
Connecticut regiment, whose conduct vacillated 
between insane temerity and inane cowardice. 
Washington’s grand calmness during that 
awful night of despair and frantic confusion, 
while most of his officers seemed driven to their 
wits’ ends, is shown in striking contrast with one 
or two explosions of his own Titanic wrath. 
Some anecdotes of both Washington and Put- 
nam’s ire, not before known to the public, have 
been gleaned by the lecturer; and prove that 
| while Marlborough’s army swore dreadfully in 
Flanders, the American Army indulged in stout 
objurgatives on Long Island. Our space will 
not permit anything like a resume of these lec- 
tures, but it is pleasant to state that the fine au- 
diences which have attended the reading of these 
papers, is not less complimentary to the lecturer 
than flattering to the auspices of the Society. 

At the conclusion, Mr. Henry E. Pierrepont 
moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Field, for his im- 
portant paper; and corroborated, from his per- 
sonal knowledge, some of the prominent points 
presented in it, expressing, also, his satisfaction 
with the thorough manner in which the whole 
subject of the Battle of Long Island had been 
treated by Mr. Field. 

The motion was adopted unanimously, and the 
meeting adjourned. 

GrorGE Hannan, 
Secretary pro tempore. 


donment by General Washington, critically ana- | 
lyzed. Mr. Field has not found it necessary to | 


warf the character of Washington by repre- | 
senting him so purposeless and indecisive as re- | 


presented by Reed; nor has he discarded the 
testimony of the latter as totally unworthy of 
belief, like Bancroft. In some points, the narra- 
tion of the lecturer so nearly resembles that of 
Mr. Bancroft, as might induce the ern 
that he had derived his authority from that his- 
torian, had not all his papers been written and 
most of them read before the publication of the 


ninth volume of Mr. Bancroft’s work, which | 


treats upon theirsubject. In the treatment of the 


characters of some of the dramatis persona, there | 
was a remarkable correspondence between the | 
lecturer and Mr. Bancroft, when we consider that | 


both wrote at nearly the same moment, in utter 
ignorance of each other’s lucubrations. 


VI—CURRENT EVENTS. 

A Moniricent Beneraction.—Mr. Loring 
Andrews, an opulent merchant of New York, 
has made a donation of one hundred thousand 
dollars to the Endowment Fund of the New 
York University. This is a noble act, nobly done. 
Mr. Andrews has not only placed his money 
where it will prove a perpetual benefaction, but 
he has also set an example which other merchants 
may possibly contemplate with advantage. 


The venerable Bishop Soule, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, resides seven miles from 
Nashville. He is eighty-five years of age, hay- 
| ing been born in Massachusetts, (then in the dis- 


trict of Maine,) in 1781. 





